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“Barnestly Contend for the Faith Whiéh Was 
Once Delivered Unto the Saints.”—Jude 3. 








BLINDED THROUGH PREJUDICE 


F a blind man should declare that he 
could not distinguish between colors, 
we should say that is perfectly natural 

—we could not expect him to do better, be- 
cause of his blindness, but if he should in- 
sist that black is blue and that blue is red, 
then‘ we should begin to think that his 
affliction was not confined to blindness, but 
that even his judgment was influenced 
through other causes; and then we should 
begin to lose sympathy for him, seeing he 
was not content to keep within the limits 
of his ability. Whenever we allow preju- 
dice to dictate to us, then we are in danger 
of losing the truth. 

Perhaps nowhere else in all the world 
does prejudice exercise such authority over 
the human mind and heart is in the realm 
of religion. It may be difficult to explain 
just why this is so, but manifestly it is so 
—men.can drop prejudice readily in many 
spheres, but not so in religion. We suspect 
this is why it is so difficult to get the people 
of God to come together, at least in the 
unity of the spirit and in the bonds of broth- 
erly love. We have been talking union for 
more than a hundred years, and yet we are 
handicapped—we make little real progress. 
If we happen to get close together, we are 
almost sure to discover some hindering 
cause—some reason which we fancy justi- 
fies us in drawing back and withholding 
our approval. 

Time and again different bodies of Chris- 
tians have reached almost the pinnacle—it 
has! looked as if union was in sight, but it 
was not. Some keen-eyed brother discov- 
ered just before the last step in the union 
was to be taken a reason why we should 
not take that final step, and it was called 
off. This has been true of ourselves and 
others. It was away back in 1832 or 1833 
that the leaders of the Christian Church 
and of the Disciple Church met to consider 
the matter of union. All went well till the 
last step was about to be taken, when sud- 
denly a cause for arresting the movement 
was discovered, and the union was all off. 
From that day to this we have a repetition 
of the same thing between practically all 
who have tried to form a union. Such an 
effort was made in Canada and it came so 
near to union that it was announced as a 
fact, but it was not. If we are not mistaken, 
the denominations of Canada, which were di- 
rectly interested are still working as sep- 
arate bodies. The famous Pittsburgh Coun- 
cil approached to the very borderland of 
anion, but no further.. The United Breth- 
ren and the Methodist Protestant Churches 
entered into such a movement and came to 
the point when it seemed that at last union 
between the two bodies of Christians was 
to be ‘atcomplished,. but, when they were 
ready, apparently to take the last step, they 
drew back and the effort was a failure. We 
remember that a good many years ago a 
similar effort was made between the Chris- 
tian Church and the Methodist Protestants. 
They went so far as to agree on all points 


involved but one, but on that rock the ship 
was wrecked and we are still two bodies. 
At this present time the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church and the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South, are making a determined 
effort to get together. Next May, we be- 
lieve it is, the test will come. May it be 
possible for union to become an accomplish- 
ed fact between these two bodies, but the 
history of such efforts in the pdst gives 
little assurance of final success. It is only 
a few years ago that the Presbyterian 
Church and the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church did unite, and yet they did not. In 
this instance the union seemed an accom- 
plished fact, but after it was all over, ap- 
parently, they drew back and a part of the 
churches of the Cumberlands withdrew and 
had various lawsuits to prevent the perma- 
nency of the union, and so on goes the his- 
tory of union efforts. 


We are wondering what the explanation 
of all these failures may be. If we should 
guess prejudice, we believe we should not be 
far out of the way. We are blinded to truth 
by distorted visions of what we claim to be 
truth, so that we sacrifice the highest ends 
in order to maintain the lower. As we see 
it, often prejudice does its work in the dark 
—that is, men do not see clarly and there- 
fore they do not act wisely. If the funda- 
mental truths of Christianity be maintain- 
ed, why might we not readily agree to allow 
the privilege of personal opinions as touch- 
ing all minor questions, and still be one in 
Christ? We presume there has never been 
a body of men who could and did agree on 
all questions involved in church life. No 
doubt we were made with the capacity to 
differ, at least in minor details. Let us 
agree on what is fundamental and allow 
the privilege of differences of opinion on 
the details of church organization. 

If real truth were at the bottom of our 
difficulties, then might we contend, but 
when it is largely a matter of personal opin- 
ion, we will do well not to allow that to 
keep us apart. 

Prejudice is a deadly enemy to the unity 
and peace of the Lord’s people. But what 
is prejudice? It is an opinion formed be- 
forehand, without impartial investigation. 
Or it might be termed an opinion formed 
under a strong bias, contrary to the truth. 

The January number of The Christian 
Union Quarterly, edited by Rev. Peter 
Ainslie, D. D., Baltimore, Md., has a single 
paragraph on the title page, which is very 
suggestive, and as we believe points to the 
main trouble in all of our Church divisions. 
It reads: 

Many Christians, in looking upon Chris- 
tians in other communions, are like a man 
traveling in foggy weather. Those at a 
distance on every side a to be wrapped 
in the fog, while near the atmosphere 
appears clear, although he is as much in 
the fog as any that he sees around him. 
The most difficult task in our approach to 


Christian unity is the discovery of our own 
errors. 


We have rarely read a paragraph that 
was more to the point than this one. It ex- 
plains the grounds of our prejudice and 
shows why we are so hard to get together 
in Christ. It is well said that the most 


_ difficult task in our approach to Christian 


unity is the discovery of our own errors. 
It is because of this fact that all Christians 
ought to be very lenient on all matters of 
human opinion toward their fellows. If we. 
could get at our own errors, then we might 
all get together on the truth. As long as: 
our errors in opinions stand in the way of 
Christian unity, the task of coming together 
will be proporionately difficult. Let us bear 
in mind that in such matters, it is possible 
that we are wrong and the other brother 
may be right. 





CAN TRUTH STAND ON A FALSE 
BASIS? 


(Number Four) 


The day was when men could talk of 
scholarship and leave America out of the 
question, but that day has long since passed, 
and in any question which involves scholar- 
ship, America must be included as an im- 
portant part of the whole. Hence it seems. 
wise to show that scholarship in America 
is not a unit in favor of evolution and its 
concomitant cults, Materialism, Rationalism, 
Higher Criticism, and the crown of them 
all—the New Theology! Practically speak- 
ing, all of these cults had their rise as out- 
growths of evolution. 

It is only a little while ago that four of 
America’s big scientific men, viz.: Joseph 
Henry, Louis Agassiz, Arnold Guyot, and’ 
John Wiliam Dawson, all pronounced evo- 
lution false and unscientific. These men. 
stood in the foremost rank of scientists in 
their day, and their testimony is by no- 
means to be passed by as of unlearned men 
and out of date. 

Prof. C. C. Everett, of Harvard Univer- 
sity, a man of high standing in the scientific 
world, is quoted as having said: “If in 
the past, those ranks of beings ever rose 
and moved in procession along the upper 
slope, each passing, by no matter how slow 
a step, out of its own limitations, and in. 
itself, or in its posterity, entered upon a 
larger life, it was before the eyes of man: 
were opened to them. No searching of his 
awakened powers can detect, even among 
the remains of an unknown antiquity, any 
glimpse of the great movement while in 
process of-accomplishment. All, as he looks. 
upon it, is as fixed as the Sphinx that 
slumbers in the Egyptian sands. All this: 
story of transformation and activity is a: 
dream.” 

Dr. Shaler, professor of Geology in Har- 
vard University, in The International Quar-. 
terly, December-March, 1902-3, says: “It 
begins to be evident to naturalists that the- 
Darwinian hypothesis is still essentially un-- 
verified. Notwithstanding the evidence de- 
rived from the study of animals and plants: 
under domestication, it is not yet proved 
that a single species of the two or three: 
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millions now inhabiting the earth had been 
established solely or mainly by the operation 
of natural selection.” In other words, if 
evolution is true, the truth of it has not yet 
been found, not even a trace of its vital 
point and real basis. The man who can hold 
to such unproved theory must indeed feel 
that it is the proverbial straw which a 
drowning man is always glad to catch. 

So far from the scholarship of the world 
maintaining the truth of evolution, a great 
number of the leading scholars deny alto- 


gether the claims of evolution. Take such 
men as Agassiz, Biele, Carpenter, Dana, 
Davy, Dawson, Faraday, Forbes, Gray, 


Helmholtz, Herschel, Lord Kelvin, Liebnitz, 
Lotze, Maury, Pasteur, Romanes, Verdt, and 
many others—they all claim that God and 
God alone had power to originate life. That 
does not look like the scholarship of the 
world is a unit on the theory of evolution, 
as against the Genesis account of creation. 
Even Huxley is credited with saying: “The 
doctrine that life-can only come from life 
is victorious all along the line,” while Pro- 
fessor Conn has admitted that “spontaneous 
generation is universally given up.” 

Evolution is based upon what the scien- 
tists call spontaneous generation, the sur- 
vival of the fitest, natural selection, and the 
transmutation of species. It is for the read- 
er to choose for which he will stand, evolu- 
tion or God. Some one has said that the 
evolutionist guesses at one-fourth of his 
facts (?) and then multiplies his guess by 
four. Looking at evolution in this light, you 
may compare it with the great Gibraltar 
of Christian truth, and then take your 
choice. The one is founded on human 
guessing, while the other is based, as some 
one has said, upon the resurrection of Je- 
sus and buttressed by twenty centuries of 
human progress. The mind that can hesi- 
tate between these two, as to which he will 
believe and practice, well, we have no words 
equal to a proper characterization of such an 
one. Brethren, think before you take an- 
other step in following a man-made theory, 
as against the teachings of the Bible, keep- 
ing in view the fact that evolution is not 
only a constantly changing quantity, but 
that the best judges of its value in the world 
say it is without proof, while the Bible has 
stood for twenty centuries the Impregnable 
Rock of Holy Scripture—God’s Word! 


THE TRUTH AS TO THE GERMANS 


So much is said nowadays as to what 
Germany is or is not, that we are indeed 
glad to have a few words which may be 
counted as reliable. Some high in authority 
seem to judge Germany as almost as good as 
new, even Mr. Gerard, who represented the 
United States in Germany before the war, 
has some very pessimistic words regarding 
the present outlook for Germany. Our con- 
frere, The Biblical Recorder, thinks it has 
reliable information, enough to justify it in 
an editorial of a rather significant char- 
acter. Believing its information is first 
class and so very reliable, the Recorder 
presents facts which, if facts indeed, ought 
to be a source of encouragement to our 
people. The Recorder says: 


We believe that great harm has been done 
our cause by the pessimism which has per- 
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vaded our country. This has come from 
some leading men. Mr. Gerard, for in- 
stance, who was for four years our repre- 
sentative at Berlin, stated in a book some 
time ago that Germany has eleven million 
available soldiers. Congressman McCor- 
mick, who visited the war zone, says that, 
in his opinon, the war will last five years. 

It is very refreshing to read in the New 
York Times an article from G. Stanley 
Sedgwick which is full of optimism. He 
shows that the population of European Ger- 
many in 1914 was 68,000,000. Of these 33,- 
000,000 were male and 35,000,000 female. 
There were not 11,000,000 men between the 
ages of eighteen and fifty in the German 
Empire in 1914. If every male between 
eighteen and fifty were conscripted and every 
man between those ages was fit, even then 
only about nine million would have repre- 
sented the military strength of Germany in 
1914. Mr. Sedgwick declares that thirty 
per cent. of the whole male population had 
never been contributed by any country at 
any time in its army. He says that the 
Southern Confederacy came the nearest to 
it. They put in practically every male be- 
tween seventeen and sixty. It is shown in 
this very illuminating article that if at the 
start Germany had nine million men between 
eighteen and fifty, it would be impossible 
to put seven million of them in the army. 
At least one million would be unfit, and 
two million would be necessary for indus- 
trial service. Mr. Sedgwick says that on 
June 1, 1917, the Germans had 5,500,000 
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men in the army. Of these one and a quar- 
ter million were on the Russian front, two 
millions in France, and perhaps 150,000 in 
Turkey and the Balkans. This high author- 
ity says that at the present moment all Ger- 
mans under arms do not number 4,500,000. 

Another very interesting statement is the 
fact that Germany has already called the re- 
serves as far ahead as 1921, and this takes 
the boys from seventeen years up. France 
and England have not yet called the reserves 
for 1918. This puts Germany ahead in her 
drafts four years. Germany has no reserves 
left. Mr. Sedgwick turns then to France 
and shows that her reserves for 1918-1920 
are untouched and she has about two million 
men at the front. As to the prediction of 
Congressman McCormick that the war will 
last five years, this careful student of war 
conditions says, “I venture the simple state- 
ment that Germany at the end of two years, 
and at the present rate of casualties, would 
not have one million men left in the field.” 
He says that the push of only 500,000 Yan- 
kee warriors next spring would upset the 
drive in Italy. Mr. Sedgwick says that re- 
liable information gives the number of Ger- 
mans on the Italian front as 100,000. He 
concludes his article with these timely 
words: “Panic started by socialism and its 
twin brother, treason, were the efficient 
causes of the rout in Italy, and those are the 
‘only efficient weapons left in the hands of 
our enemies now. Let us pray that baseless 
pessimism in high places may not engender 
a like disgrace again.” 





TO THE CHURCHES, COLLEGES, AND SCHOOLS OF THE 
AMERICAN CHRISTIAN CONVENTION 


‘Educational Week,” Fourth Week in February 


At the reecnt meeting of the Educational 
Board of The American Christian Conven- 
tion the observance of Annual Educational 
Week, following the precedent of the last 
three years, was authorized for the church- 
es, colleges, and schools of the denomination. 
The large number of churches and educa- 
tional enterprises throughout the denomina- 
tion that cooperated last year, and the good 
results accruing seem to warrant the ob- 
servance of the week again this year. 

The week will be observed as a week of 
prayer for our schools and colleges, all of 
which are asked to hold services with this 
especial object in view. 

A prime feature of the services of the 
week will be the placing before young men 
and women of our Church the call for 
Christian service. A careful survey of the 
work which has been done in this direction 
during the last three years disclosed the 
fact that several young men had become 
candidates for the ministry and some were 
now in training who had either been led to 
decide or had been strongly influenced in 
their decision by the cooperating efforts of 
the Educational Board and the office of the 
Convention Secretary. 

It is not.necessary to point out the essen- 
tial value of gaining new recruits for the 
ministry. The entire Church through its 
various agencies, its Educational Boards 
particularly, is lending every available agen- 
cy to enlist young men in the work. Edu- 


cational. week affords an unusual opportun- 
ity to this end. 

The program of the week includes the fol- 
lowing services: 


SUNDAY, Fes. 24.—Special services morning 

and evening, emphasizing the call of 
Christ to the young men and women of 
our time to engage in specific Christian 
work. 
Special emphasis laid upon this call at 
the Sunday-school session by short ad- 
dress or concerted action by teachers of 
the school. 


Added emphasis made at Young People’s 
meeting for the day. 


MID-WEEK SERVICE—Invitaiion to young 
people especially to be present. Prayer 
for our schools and colleges and that 
young people may be led to consecrate 
themselves to Christ’s service in definite 
ways. 


MonpaY, Marco 4—The pastors and college 
authorities are invited to send names and 
addresses of young men who might be led 
into the ministry, to Rev. J. F. Burnett, 
D. D., Dayton, Ohio. f 
These names will be kept on file and from 
time to time literature will be sent them 
bearing upon the subject. This is very im- 
portant. 


Make Educational Week a move forward 
in our Church life. 








Nr 















































\- 


~ rw 


co 


we we or Te hue 





*** What do you know of a cow-milker, 
now one of our foremost leaders. See 
page 138. ‘ 


*** T am enjoying the editorials and con- 
tributions to your spiritually-alive paper, 
though unable now to read myself, as I am 
almost blind—John J. Berry, Irvington, 
N. J. 


*** Dr. Helfenstein wishes us to an- 
nounce that the biography of Matthew Gard- 
ner, for which he asked through these 
columns recently, has been supplied—no 
other copies are needed now. 


*** Hon. John V. Sees, a member of our 
Huntingten, Indiana, church, but now a 
resident of Columbus, Ohio, spoke at the 
morning service in our church there, on 
Sunday, February 10. 


*** We regret to hear that Deacon 
George Worley and Mrs. Worley have both 
been quite indisposed of late. We sincerely 
wish for them an early and complete restor- 
ation to their usual health. 


*** We are sorry to hear that President 
Harper, of Elon College, and Acting Presi- 
dent Caris, of Defiance College, have both 
been indisposed of late. We wish them a 
speedy restoration to usual health. 


*** The Avon Sentinel of Avon, Illinois, 
brings us good news from the work of Rev. 
Dr. Maxwell, as follows: “Dr. J. W. Max- 
well’s revival of ten days in the Marietta 
Christian church closed Sunday night. Large 
congregations attended the meetings which 
were full of interest. As a result of the 
meetings, there were many renewals of ex- 
perience and twenty-one accessions to the 
church.” 


*** President Harper, of Elon College, 
notifies us that the United States Govern- 
ment desires to secure five more chaplains 
for its army and navy from the Christian 
Church. The conditions are that the appli- 
cant must not be over thirty-five years old 
and must have had college and seminary 
training. If any of our readers are wishing 
to serve their country in this way and can 
meet the conditions named above, they may 
inform President Harper of their wishes, 
addressing him at Elon College, N. C. 


*** T have the address of a brother min- 
ister of wide experience as pastor, both in 
and out of the city—a man who believes in 
the old-fashioned gospel, and who uses it 
successfully as a drawing card. This broth- 
er is now pastor of one of our best churches, 
but could be had in the next three months. 
Any church who wants a spiritually-minded 
man, one that can fill their house, through 
the preaching of the Word of God, can ad- 
dress the undersigned, at 219 West Decatur 
St., Eaton, Ohio.—R. Lee Kirkland. 


*** The fourth week in February, ending 
Sunday, February 24, has been set apart 
as Educational Week for The American 
Christian Convention. It is requested of 
pastors and churches that on Sunday, Feb- 





ruary 24, they hold services especially 
adapted to the needs of the educational work 
of the Church. Turn to page one and also 
page four and read statement from the 
Board of Education. Let Christian Educa- 
tion be the predominant thought of the oc- 
casion. We have before us in our educa- 
tional work a great opportunity. 


*** Miss LuEmma Hess, only child of the 
late J. N. Hess and Mrs. O. K. Hess, is at 
this writing very ill. Her condition is con- 
sidered critical. Let their many friends re- 
member them in prayer day by day in these 
days of great sorrow. Mrs. Hess has been 
called to go through the deep waters of real 
sorrow in recent years. First her husband 
was called, then her mother, and now the 
last member of her immediate family, her 
only child, seems to be hovering on the brink 
of eternity. May the Lord comfort them 
both in this hour of trial and suffering. 


*** T hear a good many complimentary 
things said of THE HERALD oF GOSPEL LIB- 
ERTY as I go among the people. May God 
abundantly bless you in your work is the 
prayer of your friend and brother.—Rev. 
A. W. Hook, Phoneton, Ohio. Words of 
encouragement are always helpful, but a 
prayer for the blessings of God to rest upon 
the editor in his efforts to serve God and 
our brotherhood through our paper is al- 
ways cheering. When backed by the 
prayers of God’s people, one feels that help 
will be given. 


*** A private note from Rev. Ford 
Bolton, Towanda, Kansas, brings us the sad 
news of the death of his beloved wife. He 


‘says: “Last Wednesday (January 30) my 


wife was laid to rest. She suffered intense- 
ly for several months, but was always un- 
complaining. Her faith remained steadfast 
until the end, and we expect to meet again. 
Funeral services over her remains were con- 
ducted by Rev. Potter, of the M. E. Church. 
Pray for the children and me.” We tender 
a brother’s sympathy to this sorrowing 
brother and his children. 


*** Score another triumph for Prohibi- 
tion! Judge Ben Hill’s division of the Su- 
perior Court of Georgia recently had to 
suspend because there were no criminal 
cases to be-heard. The county jail is empty 
and the talk is of offering it for rent. It 
is all to be attributed to a faithful enforce- 
ment of the bone dry liquor law. Let us 
press on to the greater victory till we make 
the nation dry. It is time it were done. 
What is the sense of keeping an element 
among us which is destroying and not build- 
ing up the commonwealth? 


*** The papers are telling it that The 
Champion of Fair Play, a liquor paper, ad- 
mits that whiskey is defeated! We are 
suspicious of the admission! It looks too 
much as if they were seeking to throw us 
off from the battle-line in order to get a 
better chance to redouble their efforts and 
gain another step forward, and yet as a 
matter of fact, we believe the liquor men 
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are whipped, so far as securing their busi- 
ness against confiscation is concerned, and 
they may as well admit the fact, unless the 
temperance forces should slacken their 
watchful and fighting energies to the ad- 
vantage of the liquor men. We believe Fair 
Play is too generous to mean just what it 
says. It pretends to be giving in, but in 
fact we believe it seeks to set a trap for the 
confusion of our forces. Let us not be 
caught napping this time. Wide-open ears 
and eyes and hard work are the price of our 
liberties in this case. \ 

*** Both Harold and Paul Rhodes are 
overseas. Harold will be accompanist in 
Y. M. C. A. concert work, associated with 
two sons of Evangelist E. J. Forsythe, both 
of whom are noted singers. Paul is in Com- 
pany D, 103d Infantry, in charge of a 
machine gun, having had experience in the 
navy with such an instrument of warfare. 
—Mrs. Alice G. Rhodes, Gasport, N.Y. We 
are sure that many of our readers will be 
interested in the foregoing paragraph from 
Mrs. Rhodes in regard to her two boys, who 
are in France. May the Father bring them 
back to her in safety, will be the wish of 
many who read these lines. May the pro- 
tecting care of God be over these dear boys. 


*** A few weeks ago there appeared in 
these columns a notice to parents and 
friends who have sons or loved ones in the 
camp at Newport News, Va., requesting 
said parents and friends to notify Rev. J- 
V. Knight, the pastor of the Newport News 
Christian church, of the fact of their 
having some loved one there. Brother 
Knight has heard from a _ number, 
giving him names of persons who are 
in camp there. In a private note he 
says: “Your giving space in THE HERALD 
to my notice certainly has brought me into 
touch with a number of our boys from the 
West and North. I have now twenty-one 
on my list, and while I have not seen each 
one of them as yet, I know where they are 
and I am going after them. They are fine 
fellows. Oftentimes I have to lay the let- 
ters aside and weep, when I read the ear- 
nest pleas from mothers who have given up 
their boys. I have set aside some of my 
tithe money to meet necessary expenses in 
doing this work, and am answering every 
letter. Here is a sentence from a letter 
from a mother> ‘Bro. Knight, my boy is in 
your city. He is not a Christian, and has 
never thought of life in a serious way. It 
is terrible to give up your only child for 
war, but when I think he goes to France 
unsaved, it is more than I can bear. I shall 
pray daily that you may -reach him for 
Christ before he goes.’ This boy was in 
our service and raised his hand for prayer 
on Sunday night. You can see what an op- 
portunity I have here with these young men. 
Pray for me.”—Rev. J. V. Knight, 1018 
25th Street, Newport News, Va. Other 
mothers may have a son or sons there. If 
so, write to Bro. Knight to look after them. 
He will be glad to do anything he can for 
them. 
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FEBRUARY 14, 1918 


A STATEMENT AND A CHALLEGE 


TO THE LOYAL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH IN NEW ENGLAND: 


The writer, secretary of Missions of the 
New England Christian Convention, by the 
authority and upon the request of its Pres- 
ident, Brother Carlyle Summerbell, presents 
the following statement and challenge: 


First: What the Church Is Doing Else- 
where. 


The following quotations are from recent 
issues of THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 
and The Christian Missionary, some of them 
from the annual reports of our Mission Sec- 
retaries and missionaries: 


I have just come from Montesano. * * * 
Resolutions were passed that each member 
would do something in the way of home mis- 
sion work among the immigrants in Monte- 
sano. 

Vanderveer Park church, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
* * * Pray for our people while they make 
an honest effort to secure money and ma- 
terial for a new church home. 

The Crown Point work. * * * The past 
year saw the completion of our assembly 
room with auditorium and individual class 
rooms, at a cost of nearly $4,000.00, which 
is practically all subscribed by the good peo- 

le of our neighborhood, and more than 
alf of it is already paid. 

The work at Reidsville. * * * The church 
has contributed more money this year than 
ever before, and we are happy to report 
that our church building will be fully com- 
pleted within a few weeks. 

The Grove Park Mission work. * * * The 
Miami Conference has consented to give 
one hundred dollars per year for a few 
years for this field. 

The Southern Wabash Conference is un- 
dertaking to help along the new mission 
home building project by raising a fund for 
a home. 

The Western Indiana Conference is now 
in the midst of raising funds with which to 
assume support of the Garmans in Japan. 

I have notice from the Christian Endeav- 
or Secretary of the Eel River Conference 
that they are ready to undertake the sup- 
port of a pastor, presumably in the city of 
Ponce, and that they have been raising 
money for that purpose, sufficient probably 
being on hand to pay salary for the coming 
year. 

The Woman’s Board of the Erie Confer- 
ence, which supports the Moka outstation, 
is proposing this year to raise $1,000. * * * 
They are hoping not only to support the 
work of this outstation, but also to provide 
a building to house it. 


The Eastern Virginia Young People are 
raising money for the support of a pastor 
at Santa Isabel, and inform us that they 
were ready to begin that support with the 
first of October. 

Writing on October 29, Dr. J. O. Atkin- 
son says that he has now raised $34,000 
toward the $100,000 fund for missions in 
the Southern Convention. 


Concerning this last item, have you New 
Englanders read what Brother Atkinson 
Says in his article in THE HERALD OF Gos- 
PEL LIBERTY of December 13, entitled, “Give 
the People a Chance?” I wish that every 
one of you would read it, and, if you have 
read it once, would read it again. But, for 
fear that you will not take that trouble, I 
will quote a little from it: 


The people who are really enjoying this 
great work are those who are being given 
a chance, and are entering into it through 
their subscriptions, their gifts, and their 
sacrifices. In these less than three months 
the members of a few of our congregations 
here in Virginia and North Carolina have 
subscribed over $45,000, not by begging, 


pleading, or persuading, but because they 
wanted to do it and because they at last 
have been given a chance. Give the people 
of the Southern Christian Convention a 
chance and they will support every mission- 
ary of our Christian Church now on the 
foreign field, equip them for the highest 
efficiency, increase their number twofold 
within five years, and double the work now 
being done at home. 

And, judging from the way the people of 
the South are subscribing to Brother Atkin- 
son’s fund, simply because he offers them 
the opportunity, it certainly looks as if he 
was telling the truth. 

But are we going to permit them to sup- 
port all our missionaries? Are we going 
to allow them to have all the fun and joy 
of this “hilarious giving?” 

SECONDLY: What New England Has Done 
in the Past. 

Modern missions originated in New Eng- 
land. It was here that John Eliot, Roger 
Williams, the Mayhews, Jonathan Edwards, 
Eleazer Wheelock, and David Brainerd 
taught the Indians the love of God. It was 
here that the famous haystack meeting was 
held. It was here that Adoniram Judson 
was born, reared, educated, and sent forth 
on his holy task. It was here that the 
Christian Church first got its world-wide 
vision of the real privileges and opportu- 
nities of Christian service in missions. It 
was here that we found Brother M. T. 
Morrill and Brother D. C. Loucks and 
Brother E. C. Fry and Brother E. K. Mc- 
Cord and Sister Alice M. True and others 
of our missionaries past and present. New 
England has given liberally of both work- 
ers and means for the missionary cause in 
the past, practically assuming the support 
of some of the former for a time. 


THIRDLY: What New England is now 
Doing. 


(a) For Home Missions. I quote statis- 
tics furnished by Brother O. S. Thomas, our 
Home Mission Secretary, as follows: 





Maine Conference ...........ccr.seoisccorecsies $ 57.22 
Merrimack Conference ..................---- 140.75 
Bey DIES, sesccicecresanewaertcncoens 400.00 
RD Se 302.18 
York and Cumberland ........................ 60.12 

SENN. ssccopsietnatseniiccencncee oceatee spite $960.50 


(b) For Foreign Missions. I quote now 
a statement given by Brother M. T. Morrill, 
our Secretary for Foreign Missions: 

The contributions from New England for 


foreign missions the past year are as fol- 
lows: 





Rockingham: Conference ...................- $479.39 
Rhode Island and Mass. Conf............. 721.49 
Merrimack Conference ......................-- 413.36 
York and Cumberland Conference.... 72.80 
URRMD Fak sit sedi icine 74.25 

TR heise ae $1,761.29 


Thus it appears that New England has 
given for missions, all told, the past 
IEE oscnscscicecinatniodessntonesssnbvinsevercecanee sae $2,721.79 


FourTHLY: What the Board Proposes for 
the Ensuing Year. 

I quote again, this time from the minutes 
of the annual meetings of the two depart- 
ments of the Mission Board: 


Appropriations were made to the follow- 
ing ch es: Bangor, Maine, * * * East- 





port, Maine, ** * Lynn, Mass., ** * Man- 
chester, N. H . : 

The following foreign policy for the. im- 
mediate future was adopted for the guid- 
ance of the Board: * * * 


FOR PORTO RICO 


* * * That we should add one missionary 
family and perhaps one single woman to 
the present force at an early date. 

In connection ‘with this latter statement, 


please read this, quoted from a recent letter 
written by Brother Morrill: 

A few days ago I had a letter from Porto 
Rico, saying that if we had a woman mis- 
sionary who could be sent and supported, 
by all means to send her along. 

FIFTHLY: What the Church Is Doing for 
New England. 


Figures furnished by Brother’ O. S. 
Thomas, Home Mission Secretary, show that 
the appropriations for New England 
churches amount to..................-...c0-+ $1,650.00 

Kindly compare these figures 
with the amount New England rais- 
ed last year for home missions, as 
DPICVIOUSLY GIVEN ............20.-e-cscscocscsonse 

That is, New England is receiv- 
ing for its home mission needs over 
and above what it is paying out for 
RUIN dai cateccorssnsemiestoreeceesase Risceipies $ 689.50 

What do you think of that? Are we get- 
ting our fair share? Are we of New Eng- 
land helping to support home missions, or 
are home missions helping to support us? 

SIXTHLY: What New England Will Do, 
If— 

Brother Thomas says in his report, 
“There is a tendency on the part of some 
folks in New England to be somewhat dis- 
couraged.” 

Is this true? If so, what business have 
we getting discouraged? Nothing pleases 
the devil more than to have the churches 
get discouraged. And nothing displeases 
the Master more. “Be of good courage, and 
let us play the men for our people, and for 
the cities of our God.” 

It is said that comparisons are odious, 
and perhaps they are. But they may also 
be made profitable at times. Suppose just 
for profit and not for odium we compare 


960.50 





the New England Christian Convention and , 


the Southern Christian Convention a bit. 

According to The Christian Annual for 
1917, the Southern Convention, with one 
conference not reporting, makes a showing 
of 221 churches and 24,303 members; while 
the New England Convention, with one con- 
ference not included, reports seventy-three 
churches and 5,035 members. In other 
words, the New England ‘Convention has 
about one-third as many churches and more 
than one-fifth as many members as the 
Southern Convention. Then, if the South- 
ern Convention has subscribed over $45,000 
in a few months for missions, how much 
should the New England constituency sub- 


‘scribe? Nine thousand dollars? We might 


call it that for a starter. 

But we are already paying $2,721.79. 
Call it $3,000.00. Very well. Then we 
ought to triple it. Every one of us ought 
to give just three times what we are now 
giving. 
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O course, some of these subscriptions that 
Brother Atkinson is obtaining may be long- 
term subscriptions and possibly some may 
not fall due for five years. Very well. 
Then let us give in cash and subscriptions, 
long and short-term, thrice what we are now 
giving. 

According to the Mission Treasurer’s re- 
port for last year, the Southern Convention 
gave for home missions.................... $ 400.00 
and for foreign missions .................. 2,700.00 


Making a total of 2.00000... $3,100.00 


Compare this with our giving of....$2,721.79 
and, when you take into consideration our 
smaller numbers, you may well be proud 
of it. 


But if they, with less of the missionary 
spirit to start with, as is evidenced by the 
foregoing comparison, can jump from $3,100 
to over $45,000 in “less than three months” 
—the $45,000 being given by “the members 
of a few” of their congregations only— 
(Let us remember that they are planning to 
give $100,000!) what ought New England 
to give? We ought to give, all told in cash 
and subscriptions, $9,000. 

No, I am all wrong. There is no “ought” 
about it. Brother Atkinson says it comes, 
not by “begging, pleading, or persuading,” 
but because the people want to do it and are 
given the chance. Then comes the “hilari- 
ous giving” that God loves to see. 

We will want to give, then, if we get the 
chance—and I will see that all have the 
chance—and we will give this year in cash 
and subscriptions in addition to what we are 
now giving, $600 for the support of that 
single woman, or $1,100 for the support of 
that missionary family in Porto Rico that 
the Mission Board wishes to put there, or 
both, and in addition we will give enough 
for equipment, expense of going to the field, 
and house rent, $500 or $1,000 more. And 
we will increase our home mission offerings 
by the same amount. 

I ‘am writing this deliberately, after 
months of prayerful study of the situation 
and consultation with our New England 
brotherhood and the Mission Secretaries. 


Perhaps some of you do not know that 
we have right here in New England a dear 
young woman who has consecrated herself 
to the foreign mission field and is knocking 
at. the door of the Mission Board office, seek- 
ing appointment to go as our representative 
to help hold up the hands of Brother D. P. 
Barrett, in Porto Rico, along with Sister 
Olive G. Williams. But it is true. And 
we have no New England representatives 
there. And the Board cannot accept her 
offer of herself, because the Board has not 
the necessary funds. 


Yes, she is offering the very best she has 
—the very best anybody has—herself. And 
shall we, by our unresponsiveness to this 
touching appeal, instruct our represent- 
atives—our proxies—on the Mission Board 
of the Christian Church to throw her offer 
away—to cast her aside? ‘Shall we, acting 
through them, reject her sacred, supremely 
sacrificial gift? Or shall we accept it rev- 
erently, as a gift from God Himself, and 
enter most seriously upon the task of her 
support, while she does our work? The 
Word says: “If any provide not for his 
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own, and especially for those of his own’ 


house, he hath denied the faith, and is 
worse than an unbeliever.” And she is our 
own—of our very household here in New 
England, and we must care for her in some 
way or “deny the faith” and take rank be- 
low the unbelievers. 

SEVENTHLY: What Our Leaders Think. 

Note now what some of our pastors and 
leaders say about this matter: 


She is a good, Christian girl * * * train- 

for missionary work. * * * We will 
push for a much increased offering in New 
England, on account of having a special rep- 
resentative in the field—Brother R. G. Eng- 
lish, Secretary of the New England Con- 
vention. 

I favor the New England Missionary So- 
ciety (with Convention help) —o the 
funds for salary.—Brother A. H. Morrill, 
Financial and Educational Secretary. 

The plan , maguested, I believe, would be 
a wise one in the way r developing an in- 
terest in missions and of furthering the 
cause. * * * I hope that you will not be 
turned aside from your purpose to lead in 
definite and large steps forward. Get the 
endorsement of the Executive Board of the 
Convention to some plan that commends it- 
self to you, and then go ahead—get into 
touch with the conferences and churches, 
Push for some definite se from 
every organization—Brother G. A. Coni- 
bear, Ex-Field Secretary. 

No reason why the Christian Endeavor 
cannot support this work.—Brother A. R. 
Webb, Ex-Secretary of Christian Endeavor. 

My vote will be * * * heartily, yes. As 
Christian Endeavor Secretary, I am more 
than ready to take the matter up with the 
different conference secretaries and do ev- 
erything in my power to awaken this de- 
partment to its opportunity. We could not 
have a better chance to show our mettle. I 
trust that the added burden will give us 
wings.—Brother C. L. Nichols, Secretary of 
Christian Endeavor. 


EIGHTHLY: Challenge. 


This situation is now confronting us: 
There is the field, with its crying needs; 
here is the consecrated heart, saying, like 
Isaiah of old, “Here am I; send me;” here 
is the inspiring example of these other 
churches and conferences and especially of 
the Southern Christian Convention; here is 
our own noble history; yonder is the Mis- 
sion Board, apparently only ‘awaiting our 
assurance that we will “hold the ropes;” 
and over yonder again, out of our sight, but 
not so far that he cannot see us, sits the 
Master “over against the treasury,” taking 
note of just what we do with this God-sent 
opportunity. And what are we going to do 
with it? 

NINTHLY: Resolution. 


To Brother Carlyle Summerbell, Presi- 
dent, and members and friends of the New 
England Convention: 


I move the following resolution: 


WHEREAS, the need of the field is great, 
the opportunity rare, and the challenge of 
God’s Providence irresistible; be it 

Resolved, That the New England Chris- 
tian Convention, with its affiliated and sub- 
ordinate societies, and with its conferences, 
churches, Christian Endeavor societies, 
Woman’s Missionary societies, Sunday- 
schools, pastors, members, and friends, do 
pledge itself and themselves to the inaugu- 
rating of a campaign for a large increase in 
our missionary gi and as an earnest 
thereof that it now p: edge itself and them- 
selves in addition to what we are now rais- 
ing for these purposes to the raising of $600 
cash during the year 1918 for the salary 
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of an additional missionary in Porto Rico 
and $600 for the support of the home mis- 
sionary work of the Church. 
DONALD P. HURLBURT, 
Secy. of Missions of the New 
England Chris. Con. 


AN APPEAL TO THE CHURCH 


“Awake, awake, put on thy —— > O Zion, put 
on thy beautiful garments, O the holy 
city. For henceforth there shat’ pny more come into 
thee the uncircumcised and the unclean.”—Isaiah 52:1. 


This text contains a magnificent appeal to 
the church, as well as an appeal to action 
that is necessary. 

Let us analyze the text and try to de- 
termine the cause of action and see how we 
are to come at the task. 

Action is called for as weil as vigilance 
and watchfulness. 

“Awake.” Let there be no sleeping at 
your post. Mighty interests are at stake. 

Jesus has left His throne in glory, has 
come down to this blackened, sin-cursed 
earth of ours to rescue the lost and ruined 
souls of which this world is full. 

It is a herculean task, requiring not only 
strength, but vigilance and watchfulness as 
well. Again, I say, we must not sleep at our 
post. 

“Q Zion.” The appeal is addressed to the 
Church of the living God. 

For this purpose the Church has been in- 
stituted. Jesus has marked out for His 
Church the path in which she ought to walk. 
He has set for her the pattern He expects 
her to follow and only by walking in that 
path and by following that pattern with an 
untiring vigilance and carefulness can we 
be successful in the task divinity set before 
us. 

“Put on thy beautiful garments, O Jeru- 
salem, the holy city.” Not only must our 
vigilance be unremittent and untiring, and 
our watchfulness unceasing and unrelax- 
ing, but to guarantee us success we must 
put on the beautiful garment 6f Christ’s 
righteousness. Our zeal and our efforts 
must not be intermittent, but untiring and 
unceasing. 

“For henceforth there shall no more come 
into thee the uncircumcised and the un- 
clean.” We must be careful of the com- 
pany we keep. The old saying is a true one, 
“Birds of a feather flock together,” and so 
if we do not want to injure ourselves and 
bring reproach upon Christ’s cause, I say 
again, be careful what kind of company you 
keep. 

We must also keep our heart clean and 
our life right and if we do this, relying on 
Jesus Christ for help and looking to Him 
for guidance, we need have no fear as to 
the result, but let us fail in so much as 
a single iota of the above and the results 
will be disastrous indeed. 

“Awake, awake, put on the strength, O . 
Zion, put on thy beautiful garments, O 
Jerusalem, the holy city. For henceforth 
there shall no more come into thee the un- 
circumcised and the unclean.” 

FRANK A. CORNELL. 

Machias, N. Y. ; 


“Doing nothing for others is the undoing 
of one’s self.” 
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WATCHMAN, WHAT OF THE NIGHT? 


By Rev. Edward F. Mellott, Schultzville, N. Y. 


The burden of Dumah. He calleth to me out of 
Seir, Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, 
what of the night? The watchman said, The morn- 
ing cometh, and also the night: if ye will enquire, 
enquire ye: return, come.—Isaiah 21:11, 12. 


These are stern times. Universal princi- 
ples of vital interest to all ages, conditions, 
and positions of the human family are deep- 
ly involved. Liberty, truth, and justice are 
in the balances; the future of the world is 
at stake; the darkness deepens. Watchman, 
what of the night? 

The Edomites were asking: “Will the light 
soon dawn? What hour of the night? 
Watchman, what of this long night of na- 
tional calamity through which we are pass- 
ing?” Where is the God of David, Josiah, 
and Hezekiah; what about the promises of 
divine deliverance which have been your 
stay and trust? 

Isaiah replies, “The morning cometh and 
the night.” ‘The Assyrian period of judg- 
ment was followed by the Chaldean, the 
Chaldean by the Persian, the Persian by 
the Grecian, the Grecian by the Roman and 
then the dispersion. But the grand old seer 
of God looked above and beyond it all. Isa- 
iah says, “To you there may be nothing but 
darkness, omnious and dispiriting; but as 
I sit in my watch tower carefully surveying 
present events in the light of God’s immut- 
able laws of truth and justice, my faith 
looks up to the Supreme Sovereign of the 
universe, from whence cometh my help and 
solace, and in Him I am confident I can see 
the grey streaks of dawn breaking on the 
horizon; I can see afar off, but fast ap- 
preaching, a glorious deliverance and a tri- 
umphant return, I can see a repopulated city 
with its stately walls rebuilt; the temple 
reconstructed, beautified, and reopened; the 
laws of God retaught, the sabbath rehonor- 
ed, and a regenerated people worshiping the 
living God im spirit and in truth. The sun 
which shines on you is a setting sun; it is 
sloping toward the west. The dark pall of 
defeat, captivity, and destruction will soon 
veil your skies, but to the believer the long 
night of darkness chants a silent prelude 
to the dawn of a day of victory. The gal- 
lant hosts of our God shall never fail, 
though 


“*Tis weary watching wave by wave, 
And yet the tide heaves onward. 

We climb, like corals, grave by grave; 
Yet beat a pathway sunward. 

We’re beaten back in many a fray, 
Yet newer strength we borrow; 

And where our vanguard rests to-day 
Our rear shall rest to-morrow.” 


Never since the Spirit of God brooded over 


the mighty deep and light was born; never . 


since the morning stars sang together in the 
grey dawn of time’s first morning; never 
since the first bursting bud of Sharon’s 
snowy white rose smiled in the face of God; 
never since the mountains took their places 
in the world-wide choir that sang the pre- 
lude to time’s first sabbath worship, has the 
world been plunged into a night of such 
intense darkness afd omnious forebodings; 
never has it been so deeply moved by sorrow, 
nor so thoroughly shaken with grief; never 
so soaked with tears, nor agonized with 
wails and shrieks of lost hopes and bitter 


anguish of soul; never so many heart- 
broken actors upon the stage of time; never 
before such a volume of prayers rising God- 
ward; never so many inquiries, “Watchman, 
what of the night?” Notwithstanding all 
this, there never has been a time when the 
world was more plastic, therefore more 
efforescent with hope and smiling with 
promise. 


It is not for us to know all things. A 
wise and loving Father has veiled the fu- 
ture from mortal vision; yet like the flash 
of meteors on a starless night, God has flash- 
ed upon the vast expanse which lies, like a 
boundless ocean, before us, the light of rev- 
elation. He has touched our minds with the 
power to conceive, out hearts with a capac- 
ity to receive and enjoy the deep spiritual 
things of the kingdom, which Christ declar- 
ed should be the power, the wisdom, the sus- 
tenance and the peace of the possessor. He 
has marked out for all, the ocean lanes 
which lead to the harbor, where borders the 
evergreen shore; He has illuminated those 
lanes for every child of His with promises 
which can never fail; and the safety of our 
voyage, the outcome of our pilgrimage, what 
power or agency can veer us from our 
course, if Christ be our pilot? 

What of this long night through which 
the world is passing? Nineteen centuries 
have passed since Christ declared that His 
cross would attract all men unto Him; but 
to-day the churches seem partially paralyzed 
while the drum-fire of hell’s rapacious 
legions intensifies; the inferno of barbarism 
thunders death and destruction on island 
and continent; idolatry still prevails among 
the millions of Asia; corrupt Christianity 
still deludes the people of Europe; and in- 
fidelity, immorality, crime, and ungodliness 
still hang, like angry clouds, over our own 
country. The morning cometh! . Weeping 
endureth for a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning. With what rapture this promise 
breaks upon the sad and burdened heart; 
how it strengthens our drooping spirits; this 
is always a musical note to the soul. 

Barbarism is steadily giving way before 
Christian civilization, and the nations of 
barbaric proclivities shall be consumed by 
the very inferno of their own creation; su- 
perstition is being honeycombed by doubt, 
and vassalism pales before the sun of free- 
dom; unbelief is finding itself dissatisfied 
with its hollow husks; the doctrine that 
“might makes right” will be riddled by the 
combined batteries of Christian civilization, 
and its slimy carcass will be wrapped in the 
soiled sheet of its own ignominy and interred 
in an unmarked grave; devils only to lament 
its demise. 

But what of the night? O this terrible 
night of suffering and tears is bringing men 
to their wits, bringing men to truth and to 
God. It took the stern rebuke of -the prophet 
to awake the sleeping conscience of a king, 
and bitter was the hour of penitence, glor- 
ious the dawn of forgiveness. It took the 
pitiful look from the Master to bring the 
cursing apostle to himself again, and dark 
was the night of bitter weeping, gorgeous 
the grey dawn of a better beginning. Israel 
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must needs serve 430 years in Egypt, ere 
she sould emerge a unified people, fitted for 
conquests. She must wander through the 
wilderness thirty-eight years that she might 
learn obedience and trust. Judah must 
serve her seventy years in Chaldea before 
cured forever of her idolatrous tendencies; 
so the world of to-day is struggling through 
a long night of darkness that it might be 
rescued from ruin, saved from total ship- 
wreck. 


Who can predict the victories of the day 
which shall follow this long night of un- 
speakable darkness? Who can picture the 
beauty of the dawn, as the sun of a world 
“brotherhood of man” slowly rises to throw 
upon the horizon ten thousand blending 
tints, radiant with promise and full glowing 
with hope? Who among us can foretell 
the measure of power and the strength of 
influence that‘ the Church will enjoy, when 
once fully emerged from this holacast, sore- 
ly disciplined but unified in spirit and in 
purpose? A better and purer civilization 
will pervade the realms of earth. Our code 
of ethics will be revised; our standard of 
morals raised, the ideals of the nations re- 
cast and their characters largely remolded. 
Old errors will return as they have in the 
past, but truth shall set the captives free. 
Decayed superstitions will rise here and 
there, to sink amid the delusions of their 
own creation, never to rise again. 


The Night-times of Life Have Their 
Mission 

In private life they stand for the times in 
which we are put aside from active work 
and compelled to rest; times when our frail 
bark is storm-bound and every fiber seems 
taut with suspense; times when the machine 
of human relationship seems hopelessly 
wrecked and our destiny a coveted goal be- 
yond a labyrinth hopelessly intricate. Man’s 
extremity is God’s opportunity. It does 
us good to stop and think. Many of us for- 
get God until the human machine breaks 
down and the natural powers fail, then we 
are ready to offer God what is left. What 
miserable creatures men are! The light of 
love would never burn so brightly upon the 
altar of the human heart, the ties of friend- 
ship would never become so strong, and 
grow so sweet to the soul, sympathy would 
never reach so deep and be touched with 
such tenderness divine, were it not for the 
gathering shades, the touch of sorrow, the 
dropping tear, the long night vigil fraught 
with uncertainty. 

In national life they stand for the times 
in which national enterprise is checked, by 
calamities, invasions, plagues, famines, etc. 
National calamities develop, national unity 
emerges that presently issue into national 
triumphs and stability. The recent reverses 
suffered by the Italian armies have had a 
profound effect upon the allied nations. To- 
day we find them planning to do what they 
should have been doing, which if done, would 
have saved the allied cause this stunning 
blow—cooperate intensely. The long shadows 
of defeat have done more perhaps, to bring 
about this very essential thing than all the 
oratory of the combined leaders could have 
done. Night has an important part in the 
economy of nature. Isaac Taylor has, ina — 
very interesting way proved that one or two 
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absolutely dark nights in a year are essen- 
tial to the well-being of vegetation. So in 
the lives of men and of nations, the night 
is essential. To the sufferer in the chamber 
of affliction; to the dismantled ship far out 
on a rough sea; to the oppressed, waiting 
for deliverance, the morning will come. 

The sufferings of the night are the mallet 
and chisel in the sculptor’s hands; without 
them the statue’s graceful lines and stately 
poise would be hidden forever beneath a 
mass of rough and useless material. The 
disappointments and deprivations, trials and 
bereavements, develop a character of im- 
posing grace and surround it with love’s 
most exquisite redolence. 
thing in man that needs to pass through 
the crucible—a humbling and purifying work 
which cannot go on without its ministry. 
Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall 
be comforted. There are blessings, rich, 
deep, and satisfying which we never can 
enjoy until we have spent a night in mourn- 
ing. You would never see the myriads of 
dazzling orbs if the shades of night failed 
to gather. One of the grandest scenes open- 
ed to mortal vision, is the sky with its hosts 
of brilliant worlds. “Blessed is the hour 
when the long shadows gather about us; 
for then we stand face to face with heaven’s 
dazzling hosts.” 


Night-times of Life Have Their Returns 


They are like the tunnels on some of our 
railroads. We are scarcely out of one until 
we enter another. If there be a morning of 
youth and health, there will come a night of 
old age and sickness; if a morning of pros- 
perity in the family, in public, yet we must 
look for speedy changes; “God has set the 
day of adversity over against the day of 
prosperity, to the end that man should find 
nothing after him.” Such returns of trying 
experiences are so essential to our moral 
training, that it is the most serious calamity 
to an individual, or to a nation, that they 
should be spared them. 

Fifty years of prosperity and comparative 
peace have won for the United States the 
title of, “The World’s Richest Crib,” but, 
“because they have no changes, therefore 
they forget God,” and we have, very many 
of us, forgotten God. 

Many of the sacred privileges of free citi- 
zenship are abused and even raped by multi- 
tudes, and that with impunity. 

Our day of rest has been turned into a 
day of feasting, sport-making, and money- 
grabbing. Many Christians, so-called, bear 
the shame of gross sacrilege. Christianity, 
to many, has come to mean nothing more 
than a profession and a cloak, and not a real 
living imbodiment of the Christ life. Bible 
reading has been superceded in many of our 
homes by a class of literature which fans 
the passions, plays on the imagination, and 
clogs the delicate machinery of the intellect 
with demoralizing slush. Shall we not reap 
as we have sown? “Moab hath been at 
ease from his youth, and hath not been 
emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath 
he gone into captivity; therefore his taste 
remained in him, and his scent hath not 
changed.” Only of the heavenly and sinless 
world can it be said, “There is no night 
there.” No explanation can avail for more 
than just the piece of life over us now, but 
of one thing we are confident, the night is 


There is some- | 
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essential. We can never know the full 
meaning of: it all until the whole of life is 
before us, and we fit together the mission of 
the light and the darkness. It is not for us 
to question, or to ask the reason why; to 
doubt is to distrust, to murmur is to sin. 
It is for us to trust on, pray on, work on, 
sacrifice on, leaving the result with God. 
Well did our Lord quell the restless desire 
to read the mystery of life by saying, “Ye 
shall know hereafter,” and David turned 
away from the enigma, saying, “I shall be 
satisfied, when I wake with thy likeness.” 

Gilbert White tells us of an English bird 
which sings for the greater part of the 
night. Occasionally it lapses into silence. 
A stone tossed into the bushes rouses it and 
it resumes its song. So the mag in whose 
soul an imperishable faith is born, in whose 
heart the love of God is kindled, may be dis- 
turbed by the dark surroundings of loneli- 
ness, fear, and sorrow, but he resumes his 
song. For, “Thou art my hiding place: 
thou shalt preserve me from trouble: thou 
shalt compass me about with songs of deliv- 
erance,” 

The way is dark and the night dreary and 
threatening, but I shall fear no evil. Be- 
hold the hope of our salvation! He was left 
to tread the winepress alone: He had no 
crown but that of thorns; no robe but that 
of mockery; the only kiss He received was 
one of base treachery; no wonder He enters 
so thoroughly and so deeply into the lives 
of His own; for 


“Jesus knows all about our struggles, 
He will guide till the day is done; 
There’s not a friend like the lowly Jesus, 
No not one, no not one.” 


And He will guide us through the long, 
long night through which we are passing; 
He will lead the weeping mother and heart- 
broken father to higher ground and on 
some hallowed spot sanctify every tear and 
every pang of grief to their immortal glory; 
He will lead the sisters, wives, and sweet- 
hearts, upon whose hearts are written sto- 
ries too deep to be uttered, into His garden 
of love where blooms the flowers of sweet 
contentment and resignation; the sons who 
go forth to do service, many of them, no 
doubt to seal that service with their own 
blood, upon the battle-field, may find it the 
forecourt of the heavenly city, and as they 
enter its colossal portal find the bosom of 
Christ the source of all comforts and the 
fountain of all joy. 

Looking across the Caithness heights in 
Scotland the tourist sees the hills of the 
land of Hoy. In the clear air, though 
miles off, they seem comparatively near. 
These hills are in Orkney; but perhaps for 
the moment, the tourist forgets that be- 
tween where he stands and those precipitous 
sunlit hills there is the stormy Pentland 
Firth, with its rapid and uncertain tides, 
and its shores where the wreck of many a 
vessel lies. To-day it may be a picture of 
peace, to-morrow a scene of wild grandeur 
and warring elements. How like the view 
the believer gets of the land beyond the 
mystic river. He beholds the outline of Ca- 
naan’s shores looming on the far distant 
horizon. The view makes him forget the 
weird sounds and the unpleasant experiences 
of the night. He gladly counts all things 
earthly but loss for the sake of victory 
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through Christ, and though he dies daily, he 
lives ever more, even so. 

No man can ever know the meaning of 
life, if he fixes his attention only upon the 
night-times. They are the shades in the 
picture, necessary to bring out the picture, 
but they are not the picture. They are the 
instruments with which the diamond is cut 
and polished, but they are not the diamond; 
they are the autumnal frosts which paint 
the landscape into every conceiveable beauty, 
but they are not the landscape; they are the 
winds which lash the ocean into a scene of 
romantic beauty, and wild escapades, but 
they are not the ocean. We must rise to the 
outlook of God of whom it is said, “The 
darkness and the light are both alike to 
thee.” 

The rainbow is a thing of beauty and a 
joy forever, but were it not for the cloud 
and the raindrop no mortal eye would ever 
enjoy that heavenly picture of immortal 
beauty; and there is a beauty, a sweetness, 
a tenderness the soul would never know if it 
were not for the sorrow and the tears, 
through which burst volumes of unspeakable 
joy. In this great crisis we must rise to 
that higher and more sublime state of being 
where we meet Him face to face. 

Jesus spent His night in the garden, and 
on Golgotha transfigured the cross of shame 
into one of resplendent glory. The night 
was dark, the sufferings unspeakable, yet 
opened He not His mouth, but loved until 
the ocean of unfading glory bore Him on 
its heaving bosom, inte the Paradise of God. 

With such a friend, with such a compan- 
ion, with such a helper, with such a power, 
with such a constancy divine, 


We'll work till Jesus comes, 
And we’ll be gathered home. 
For the morning will soon come. 





* Delivered at the Schultzville Christian church, 
Schultzville, N. Y., Sunday morning, November 25, 
1917. 


HEART THOUGHTS OF AN HUMBLE 
WORKMAN FOR THE MASTER 

“Let the wicked forsake his way and the unright- 
eousness man his thoughts.” 

It is not one sin, nor some particular sin 
that we are to leave off, but the entire law 
of sin. We are to get out of the road of 
sin altogether. Some roads of sin are more 
easy to travel, some are not quite so dirty 
and filthy as others, some are frequented by 
more genteel travelers than others, but all 
roads of sin lead to hell. There is one of 
these roads traveled by throngs of people, 
and it is known as the thoughts of the 
heart. The outward appearance is fair, in- 
deed, but the thoughts of the heart are most 
loathsome. No matter how fair the ex- 
terior, no matter how gentle the words of 
the mouth, if the thoughts of the heart are 
vile and impure, the sentence hangs over 
you, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” 
God cannot look upon sin with the least de- 
gree of allowance. Sin of whatsoever de- 
gree has but one object and that is to damn 
your soul. JAMES M. PITTMAN. 


An electric current applied to freshly cut 
timber will have the same effect on the 
wood that months of.ordinary. drying could 
bring .about,- England is responsible for 
this new. timber-curing proeess.—E x. 
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THE VALUE OF MISSIONARY SOCIETIES 


WHAT THE PASTORS SAY 


I have been a pastor some twenty years 
and have never been without a missionary 
society. I would not try to get along with- 
out one under any-circumstances. I would 
have one if there were not more than a half 
dozen members, whether my church was in 
city, town, or country. The missionary 
work is the heart, life, supreme purpose of 
the church, and I just must have a group 
of persons banded together to study, pray, 
plan, think, and act with me in this greatest 
of works in my church. 

The children of my church have an in- 
alienable right to missionary instruction, in- 
formation, from my Sunday-school teachers 
and the teachers and workers are not going 
to get much help practically except they 
get it through the missionary society or its 
initiative. 

There is no other one phase of training 
as that secured through the missionary so- 
ciety that so fits one for work in any de- 
partment of the church activity. Those who 
have training in the missionary society be- 
come the best workers in the other depart- 
ments of the church. The church without 
a society, other things being equal, will 
have less efficient workmen in the depart- 
ments of activity that the church has. 

The missionary society helps to keep the 
spiritual. tone and forces of the church 
strong. 

WARREN H. DENISON, 
Pastor Memorial Chris. Temple. 
Norfolk, Va. 





Il. 


I would feel lost without the aid of a mis- 
sionary society in any church where I was 
serving as pastor. I want it for what it 
does for the members themselves. As they 
study together they are more and more 
touched by what Christianity has done for 
them, and studying needs and methods they 
become intelligent, convicted missionary en- 
thusiasts. Then I want it as a help to the 
church in general.. An organization of 
Christians is so apt to settle back content 
in personal salvation. The society disturbs 
this deathly slumber, and keeps blazing be- 
fore redeemed men the kingdom vision and 
what we are redeemed for. And then I 
want it for the sake of the next generation. 
This mother passion gets into the blood of 
the child, and then it is talked about in the 
home, and its literature is picked up upon 
the table. And so we hope that the coming 
generation will be pro-missionary. 


W. P. FLETCHER. 





III. 


No church is a real church unless that 
church in reality is a missionary force. God 
cannot bless and prosper a non-missionary 
people. By so doing He would prove Him- 
self to be untrue and no longer would be 
God. The missionary activities of a church 
are in harmony with the gospel and may 
rightly expect divine favors. The agency 
that discovers to a church the universality 
of the gospel and.its individual responsibil- 


ity to all peoples is a Godsend to that 
church. Anything that really kindles the 
missionary fires on the church’s altar is the 
angel of mercy to that people. Jesus said, 
as the multitudes stood before Him: “The 
Kingdom of Heaven is like unto leaven, 
which a woman took and hid in three meas- 
ures of meal, till it was all leavened,” mean- 
ing to teach that the conversion of the world 
and the coming of the Kingdom was to be 
brought about by a quiet and unobtrusive 
influence, yet an influence that knew no 
obstacles and would suffer no defeat, work- 
ing a sure, a complete, and universal trans- 
formation. This prophecy is being fulfilled 
whenever a soul is converted, a vision is 
enlarged, or a new factor is introduced into 
real religious endeavor. The organization 
and successful work-of a missionary society 
in a local church is indeed such a factor 
and shall play its part in the great com- 
prehensive program of the Kingdom.. 
The first-hand value of a missionary so- 
ciety in the local church, however, is that 
it calls attention to the real business of the 
church and challenges the constituency to a 
serious consideration of the outspoken com- 
mands of the gospel. It becomes an. effec- 
tive medium of missionary instruction in 
the local church and furnishes to the pastor 
a fortified place upon which to stand as he 
would war upon evil, enlarge the sympa- 
thies, widen the vision, and universalize the 
affection and the efforts of the people to 
whom it is his God-given duty to adminis- 
ter. L. E. SMITH. 


Huntington, Indiana, 





IV. 

The missionary society is the mission- 
ary pastor’s best ally. It may almost be 
called the pastor’s right arm. It is his best 
help in bringing to the church the Biblical 
conception of its real work, namely, witness- 
ing for Christ, not only at home, but “in the 
uttermost parts.” It is certainly high time 
for the church to outgrow its narrow con- 
ceptions of service, and to lift up its eyes 
to see the need of brethren throughout the 
earth. The missionary society, by its study 
of the world, enlists not only the sympathy 
and interest of its members in the program 
of God, but through them, missionary inter- 
est is stimulated throughout the Church. 
Information of the dire needs—physical, in- 
tellectual, social, and spiritual—of our 
brethren across the sea will melt the heart 
in sympathy and loosen the purse-strings 
of the Church, thus helping solve the finan- 
cial problem in the matter of world evan- 
gelization. More than that, the missionary 
society can and does interest the whole 
church in Christ’s program of intercession. 
Some one has called intercession, “The 
greatest human missionary force.” Given 
a church on its knees crying out for the 
salvation of men in heathen darkness, the 
realization of its prayer is granted. God 
help us to wield this mighty weapon! 
Finally, the missionary society, true to its 
name and purpose, will make every depart- 
ment of church work vibrate with new en- 
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ergy and life, for “The light that shines 
farthest shines brightest nearest home.” 
W. H. MARTIN. 
Mellott, Indiana. . 





V. 


Local churches reach greatest ‘efficiency 
when divided into organized groups, and the 
missionary society is an invaluable activity. 
The woman’s missionary society seems to 
be most in evidence, at the present time, 
as it is the most modern and most active. 
Other societies spring up around this spir- 
itual mother, and hence girls’ missionary 
societies, boys’ missionary societies, and 
Willing Workers. 

Several important results, in. the -local 
church, spring out of the woman’s mission- 
ary society. 

1. The monthly meeting keeps the mis- 
sionary subject before the congregation, It, 
also, enlists: the interest of the women up 
to the point of enthusiasm. While the peo- 
ple “muse, the fire burns.” 

2. It introduces mission study classes, 
which, in turn, awaken a new sense of ob- 
ligation to this chief Christian service. - The 
pastor cannot escape the hints and inspira- 
tion of such environment. He must take 
on more of the missionary’ spirit, or ' lose 
self-respect and public confidence. 

3. It increases the prayer-life and liber- 
ality of the church toward missions. In- 
creased knowledge of the needs, opportu- 
nities, and possibilities of this cause draws 
the minds of women away from the local to 
the world and religious concerns of the 
Kingdom. This enlargement of Christian 
womanhood will bear fruit in a new genera- 
tion of young people in homes where King- 
dom-ideals have displaced socia]..and local 
ideals. 

4. It links up the local church .to the 
Kingdom in a spiritual, prayerful, and fi- 
nancial way, that must react on soul-life 
and Christian efficiency. . 

W. W. STALEY, D. D. 

Suffolk, Va. 


—_—— 


VI. 


The reflex influence of missions on the 
local church is very great—greater than 
many local churches, which are struggling 
to keep alive, realize, or else they would be- 
gin to “drink at the fountain of life,” name- 
ly “organize for mission study and service.” 
The missionary spirit has proved to be God’s 
saving power for many churches of strength 
to-day, that would have been dead years ago 
had they continued to live unto themselves 
alone, instead of becoming missionary in 
spirit and in program. 

It is folly to contend that the benefits that 
come to the local church which is interested 
in missions is a major argument for mis- 
sions, because disinterested service is the 
very essence of Christianity. But on the 
other hand, the reflex influence of missions 
on the local church should be recognized and 
ppreciated. 

Any church that desires to be a. strong, 
progressive, prosperous, soul-winning 
church must be deeply concerned in missions 
—home and foreign. And it is practically 
impossible for this deep missionary interest 
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to be created and maintained in a church 
that. does not have a “Missionary Society.” 
The missionary society is the leavening pow- 
er of missions in the local church. In the 
study of World Movements, Heroes of the 
Cross, and present-day opportunities to pro- 
mote the Kingdom of our Lord, the mem- 
bers of the society have their knowledge in- 
creased and their faith in the gospel of love 
strengthened. Gradually the entire church 
will respond to the impact of their mission- 
ary interest. Any church that has a live, 
wide-awake missionary society is bound to 


succeed. And in’ this day, no church can 
truly succeed without a missionary society. 
R. C. HELFENSTEIN, 
Pastor First Christian Church. 
Urbana, Illinois. 


Mr. Pastor:—Can you afford to longer 
work without the help of the organization 
of which these ministers spéak so-highly? 

The pastor is the key who must unlock 
the door for the missionary society in the 
local church. 











A FEARFUL THING 


By Rev. John Y. Ewart, D. D. Colorado Springs, Col. 


Sometimes you hear the objection: “I do 
not want to be scared into a religious life,” 
and there are those who say that fear has 
no part whatever in a truly Christian life. 
But such people misconceive the spirit of 
the Word of. God. For in the Book fear is 
often mentioned as a real factor in the 
normal growth of a soul into Christlikeness. 
Jesus said: “Fear not them which kill the 
bedy....3.2.. but rather fear him which is able 
to destroy both soul and body in hell” 
(Matt. 10: 28). 


Dear friend, you and I are writing our 
lives as if on a manifold-writer with an 
indelible pencil. It is a thin sheet on which 
we write our copy, but beneath it is a black 
paper and the writing goes through upon 
the next page, and it is permanently record- 
ed there. Just so our lives. When the 
mystery that divides this world from the 
next is swept away, the history of our lives 
written by ourselves remains legible in 
eternity. And the question each one of us 
should ask is: _What sort of autobiography 
am I writing for our Divine Judge to read 
on that great day when He takes account 
of the deeds done in the body? To what ex- 
tent are we transcribing into our lives the 
holy will of God, the teachings of our bless- 
ed Redeemer and the whisperings of the 
Holy Spirit in our hearts? 

As the words written with the juice ofa 
lemon cannot to read in the light of the day, 
but can be plainly and distinctly seen if 
you hold the paper to the fire. So the let- 
ters, i yes, the least notes, points, and 
scratches which we are writing in the rec- 
ord of our every-day lives, which neither we 
nor our fellow men can very clearly see now, 
shall easily be discerned by the fire of the 
last judgment. 

Now there is one way by which a sinful 
record can be changed and its guilt can- 
celled and there is only one life in which to 
do that thing. The time to do it is in this 
life that we are living now. As the tree 
falls, so shall it lie and after death there is 
no possibility of repentance. The sinner’s 
fate for eternity is sealed the moment his 
eyes are closed in death and his heart beats 
its last. The way for a sinner to have his 
record changed and the guilt of it cancelled 
is to take advantage of that most gracious 
offer which God makes in His holy Word 
and which Isaiah records. Here it is: 


“TI, even I, am He that blotteth out thy 
transgressions for my own sake and will not 
remember thy sins” (Isa. 43: 25). 


“There is a fountain filled with blood, 
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins, 

And sinners plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains.” 


I invite you to come to that fountain now. 

Oh, how many are dallying with the ques- 
tion of their salvation! How many are 
like that swimmer who plunged through the 
water with measured strokes, unmindful of 
the fact that the necklace of pearls which 
she was wearing around her neck was 
broken and one after another of the pearls 
was dropping off at every plunge forward 
and being lost in the depths of the ‘ocean. 

Many are like that swimmer to-day. 
They plunge on in business or pleasure, re- 
gardless of the jewel of eternal life which 
they might possess if they would, but which 
by their absorbed attention to everything 
else they are losing forever. 

A man was once crossing the ocean. He 
was leaning over the side of the ship. It 
was a bright, sunny day and the water was 
perfectly smooth. Another man, as he lean- 
ed over the rail of the vessel, was tossing 
something into the air, something which 
sparkled in the sunlight -with singular radi- 
ance and glow, .and he watched it very 
eagerly and caught it each time as it fell. 
At last a passenger came to him and said: 

“May I ask you what that is that you 
are tossing up so carelessly?” 

He replied, “Certainly; look at it; it is 
a diamond.” 

“Is it of much value?” asked his fellow 
passenger. 

“Yes, of very great value. See the color 
of it, see the size of it. In fact, all I have 
in the world is in that diamond. I am going 
into.a new country to seek my fortune, and 
I have sold everything I have and have put 
it into that diamond, so as to get it into a 
portable shape.” 

“Then, my dear sir, if it is so abies, 
are you not running an awful risk in toss- 
ing it up so carelessly?” 

“No risk at all, I have been doing this 
for the last half-hour,” said the man. 

“But there might come a last time,” said 
his fellow passenger. 

“But the man laughed and threw it up 
again. The ship, at that moment, gave a 
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lurch to one side and the man could not 
reach out far enough to catch it as it fell 
into the depths of the ocean. 

Now whether or not the incident I have 
related about that man aboard ship ever 
literally occurred or not, for it may be a 
parable, it is true to human life as you meet 
it every day. You can see that man often. 
He is found, and many like him, in every 
community. That ocean is eternity. You 
are aboard the vessel of life. The diamond 
is your soul, of priceless value, that soul 
for which Christ shed His precious blood. 
And “what shall it profit a man if he shall 
gain the whole world and lose his own’soul?” 
Beware, dear friend, for in trifling with 
your soul’ you are trifling with God and “it 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living. God” (Heb. 10: 31). 


GOOD GROUND 
Matt. 13: 23 
BY STANLEY WILSON 


We often hear ministers of the gospel 
using the expression, “thoroughly convert- 
ed.” We do not like to hear it; for, te our 
mind, conversion is a work of the Lord and 
we believe He always does His work thor- 
oughly. In viewing His works of creation, 
He pronounced them not only good, but very 
good. 

The reason some persons backslide is not 
because they were not thoroughly converted, 
but because they do not represent the “good 
ground” described in the parable of the 
sower. 

Conversion is very essential, for it is to 
the individual what germination is to the 
seed. It is a coming forth into a new life. 
As the seed grain yields to the power of 
sunlight and moisture in germinating, so 
must the sinner through faith and repent- 
ance yield to the power of the Son of Right- 
eousness. But if the seed grain has not 
proper soil in which to develop and bring 
forth fruit, would it not be better if it had 
never been planted or that it remain dor- 
mant? It can be readily seen how important 
is good ground which is represented in the 
sower parable by good and honest hearts. 

Our best soils have been made through a 
long peried of time by such agencies as 
freezing and thawing, flowing water, and 
drifting ice; all of which derive their power 
from the heat of the sun. In like manner 
good and honest hearts are produced by 
many factors working together, ofttimes 
through past generations. With Timothy it 
began with his grandmother, Lois, (2 Tim. 
1:5). The heredity which we bequeath to 
our children has a large influence in mold- 
ing their character. Two other important 
factors, in developing good and honest 
hearts or gospel soil, are Christian parents 
and the Sabbath-school. 

Just as the agencies, which make our 
good earthly soils, derive their power from 
a common source—the sun—so must all the 
factors which tend to make good and honest 
hearts get their power from the Son of 
Righteousness. 

Are we, each day, by words and actions, 
helping to create good and honest hearts in 
which the gospel seed may be sown and 
bring forth an hundredfold? , 

Fletcher, Ohio. 
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CHRIST ALL OUR NEED 


Can you think of a single need Jesus is 
unable to meet? Can you think of a single 
difficulty He is unable to overcome? Is 
there one trial or circumstance in our lives 
He cannot be, master of if we turn it over 
to Him? If we let Him be our Master, if 
we become His bondservants. Have you 
ever fully tested His power? When you 
have come to the end of your resources in 
anything, remember that is what Jesus said 
we could ask, could come to Him about, 
“anything” and “whatsoever” are His words 
—have you given up, have you tried another 
way of your own planning, or did you try 
turning it all over to Him? Did He ever 
fail you in anything you ever trusted Him to 
see through for you? Of course He did not. 
That word “fail” and the name of our Lord 
cannot be written together. That name and 
that word are separated as far as the east 
is from the west. He is all we need in time 
of trial, whether the trial be great or small. 
The “God whom we serve is able to deliver,” 
(try leaving out the next five words, then 
add the next three) “and He will.” Is there 
not strength enough in that to carry us 
through any trial? There is a condition, 
however, for it is the God whom we serve. 
The God to whom we are giving faithful, 
obedient, God-fearing service. The service 
which seeks to please God rather than man. 
“But if not,” we would not change His plans 
for ours. He did deliver, and He does deliv- 
er yet. No child of God who is giving faith- 
ful, obedient service to Him ever passes 
through any trial that that Fourth Person, 
“who is like unto the Son of God” is not 
there with him. 


Have you tried casting all your care upon 
Him, or have you cast some of your burdens 
upon Him while you struggle along with 
others yourself? It is casting all your care 
upon Him, for He careth for you. He does 
not want us to carry the load at all. There 
is not a single burden which we cannot lay 
at Jesus’ feet, and leave there. The trouble 
is, we bring them to Him and do not leave 
them with Him, but take them away with us, 
and go on trying to carry the load ourselves. 
When our Lord told us to cast our burdens 
upon Him, He meant for us to leave them 
there and let Him take care of them. We 
were to be free from them, the cares and 
anxieties, for He careth for us. He lets 
them come, but by faith we can put them 
over upon Him. They may come more and 
more often, heavier and heavier. That only 
means we are privileged to have a new, a 
freer and fuller intercourse with our Lord 
than ever before. It is just another oppor- 
tunity to trust Him. When the Word tells 
us to “commit thy way unto the Lord; trust 
also in Him,” we are to commit all our way 
unto Him, and trust our all to Him, then He 
delivers us out of all our trials and lightens 
all our burdens, or better still, takes all 
upon Himself. 


His grace is all we need to meet any or 
all trials. His strength is all we need in our 
weakness. When we feel our weakness so 
completely we rely wholly upon the Lord, is 
when we are really strong. When the power 
of Christ rests upon us is when we accom- 
plish the worth while things in His service. 
He is all we need of comfort in tribulation, 


not for ourselves alone, but “that we may be 
able to comfort them which are in any 
trouble by the comfort wherewith we our- 
selves are comforted of God.” He is all we 
need in the hour of temptation. Jesus won 
the victory over the tempter, and all we need 
when the tempter assails us is to hide in 
Him. He will meet the temptations for us. 
There is not a need, a trial, a difficulty, there 
is not a circumstance, not a sorrow, distress, 
or weakness which He cannot, does not want 
to meet for us. Our trials are only oppor- 
tunities, they are Jesus’ loving invitations to 
draw upon His power, which never has fail- 
ed, which never will fail, which never can be 
exhausted. Miss MINNIE LOHR. 
Mt. Vernon, Ohio. 


BE BOUGHS OF BLESSING * 
See Genesis 49: 22 
BY M. J. HONSBERGER 


Be ye boughs full of blessing! 

Beautiful, laden with fruit that’s good. 
See! the world’s needs are pressing 

And you might serve—see how you could! 


Lives are needing the fruit you grow, = 
Grafted to the vine, there’s life for all. 
The world’s hungry! See masses go! 
Let your boughs hang over the wall. 


May not only leaves be seen, 
To mock, when men are passing by; 
Our Lord demands more than a screen 
For those hungry, and might die! 


Joyful helpers! let us ever be. 

Boughs all full and in reach of man. 
Some will come in the by and by— 

Be in your place! do what you can. 


Be fruitful then, at fountain stay; 
—— gg grow through the year till 
all— 
So those in need, who pass your way 
May feed on fruit, from over the wall! 





* Read at the close of the sermon. 


WESTERN INDIANA LIVING LINK 


At a recent meeting of the Western Indi- 
ana Conference Living Link Mission Com- 
mittee at Crawfordsville, the accomplish- 
ments and plans of the movement were gone 
over quite thoroughly. Every member of 
the committee was present. The sub-com- 
mittee on itinerary of Rev. E. A. McCord 
reported that weather and road conditions 
had been such as to prevent visits to the 
churches. However, it was planned to ar- 
range for Brother McCord to continue his 
work among the churches as soon as pos- 
sible. Any church, or pastor, wishing in- 
formation on this point should address the 
committee through Rev. W. H. Hendershott, 
Lebanon, Indiana. Mrs. Carrie Beaver, Ad- 
vance, Indiana, is secretary of the Living 
Link Committee, and will be prepared to 
give information on all phases of the work 
in hand. 


The committee very earnestly desires 
quarterly payments from each church, when 
possible. Even should the amount gathered 
be insufficient to meet the money due for 
the quarter, it should be forwarded without 
delay, in order that it be put at its work 
with promptness. The system of handling 
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the money is on a thoroughly businesslike 
basis. The committee invites examination 
into every detail of the work and money by 
any one. Miss Minnie Beeman, Treasurer 
of the Living Link, Lebanon, Indiana, R. D. 
4, is the person to whom all money should 
be sent. 

Every church and pastor of the confer- 
ence should begin raising the money at once, 
an amount equal to ten per cent. of the 
pastor’s salary being asked as a minimum. 

CLARENCE DEFuR, Chairman. 





THE NEW TESTAMENT TEACHES 
UNITY 


BY GEO. W. MELLOTT 


Are we not in confusion to-day? God 
says He is not the author of confusion. It 
must be apparent to the candid reader that 
the theory, “it is just as you believe,” is a 
most fruitful source of confusion. Let us 
read what Paul says in 1 Cor. 1: 10: “Now 
I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the 
same thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that ye be perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same 
judgment.” Again we hear him say: “Nev- 
ertheless, whereto we have already attained, 
let us walk by the same rule, let us mind 
the same thing.” Brethren, be followers to- 
gether of me, and mark them which walk so 
as ye have us for an example. “Therefore, 
brethren, stand fast and hold to the tradi- 
tions which we have been taught, whether 
by word or epistle.” Many other passages 
harmonize with the above. I am glad to 
hear the united testimony that religion is a 
good thing. We hear one man saying, “I am 
obeying as I understand it.” Is it true that 
Christ and the apostles speak in terms that 
cannot be understood? Would it not look 
bad for one in authority to command in 
terms that cannot be understood? The New 
Testament comes to us as a revelation of 
God’s will to man. If it cannot be under- 
stood, then it ceases to be a revelation. 
The trouble is not that people cannot under- 
stand, but they lack a willing mind, for it 
can be easily understood. Besides, Christ 
assures us if we ask, we shall receive; if 
we seek, we shall find. Another person says 
we cannot obey all the gospel. “Teaching 
them to observe all things, whatsoever I 
have commanded you.” Can we think for a 
moment that Christ would teach a form of 
doctrine that could not be obeyed? Certain- 
ly not. I would blush with shame to enter- 
tain such an idea for a moment. Do we 
think that Christ would command His dis- 
ciples to teach a doctrine that cannot be 
obeyed? His yoke is easy, his burden is 
light. I call on the advocates of this doc- 
trine for a list of the gospel duties that can- 
not be performed. Christ explains the 
trouble when He said, “Ye will not come un- 
to me that ye may have life.” It waq not 
because they could not, but they would not. 
They want a willing mind is the great 
trouble to-day. Another one says, “That is 
tha way you believe it. We cannot under- 
stand the gospel alike.” Is it true that the 
Book called the New Testament actually 
teaches a doctrine to one _ individual 
and a different one to. a second, and 
a still different doctrine to a third? If so, 
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Paul ought to have known better than to 
teach, “By one Spirit are we all baptized 
into one body. All speak the same thing, 
see that there be no division among you. Be 
joined together.” Would it not be confusion 
to teach that the New Testament has differ- 
ent doctrines? Christ’s prayer was that His 
people be one; that the world might believe 
on Him. My view is that there is nothing 
but a oneness taught in the New Testament. 
I am aroused by the cry from all sides of the 
camp that “it is just as you believe.” This 
theory gives the right to each individual to 
dismiss any part of the teaching of Christ 
and the apostles. When this is done we 
have Christ’s teachings torn in bits and par- 
cels. The apostle Paul must have caught 
the same spirit of this one-way doctrine 
which I advocate, for he says, “Christ is the 
author of salvation, only to those who obey 
Him.” It is a most fruitful source of con- 
fusion. The standard therefore is not just 
as you believe but it is most assuredly as 
the Scripture teaches. The confusion, divi- 
sion, and rebellion in Israel to-day, are pro- 
duced by different modes of teaching the 
New Testament. Is Christ divided? 
Emmaville, Pa. 


FROM COW-MILKER TO CABINET 
OFFICER 


This is a story of a rise from cow-milker 
to be son-in-law of the President, the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, and one of the most 
powerful men in the Cabinet. William G. 
McAdoo began life very humbly. His fam- 
ily was ruined by Sherman’s raid in 1864, 
for, as you know, Sherman was “powerful 
keerless with fire.” . Everything that the 
McAdoo family possessed was destroyed. 

Mr. McAdoo succeeded fairly well as a 
young lawyer. He had to, because he mar- 
ried at the age of twenty-two, and, in addi- 
tion to supporting his wife, was forced to 
help his father’s family. 

“Hardships are no handicap,” said the 
Secretary. “I hardly know a man who is 
worthy his salt to the world who was not 
forced by adverse circumstances to put 
forth his best effort in his youth.” 

Mr. McAdoo received the appointment of 
local counsel for the Central Railway of 
Georgia, and the Richmond & Danville Rail- 
road. He thought he should know some- 
thing about railroads in order to be able to 
handle the law end of the business proper- 
ly, so he cultivated the acquaintance of the 
engineers, the firemen, and the conductors. 
He rode on the engines and got the train 
crews to explain to him the intricacies of 
the machinery. So thoroughly did he mas- 
ter railroading he would be able to run a 
train now if necessary. 

His acquired knowledge of railroads in- 
cidentally changed Mr. McAdoo’s whole fu- 
ture career. The street railway of Knox- 
ville was in bad shape. Its motive power 
was a patient southern mule—the bell-cord 
was fastened to its bit, and the throttle was 
a whip. The road was not prosperous, and 
the owners were anxious to get rid of it, so 
young McAdoo invested his meager earnings 
and bought a railroad for himself. He 
revolutionized the street-car service in 
Knoxville and incidentally lost all his sav- 
ings in the process, for he was influenced to 
electrify his line, and while the cars were 


all right, they would run only when they 
wanted to. Consequently Mr. McAdoo lost 
his all in the venture. 

Disgusted and broke, McAdoo came to 
New York in 1891 to start life anew. He 
rented a dingy little office in Wall Street, 
after forming a partnership with another 
William McAdoo, who was, by the way, no 
relative of his, and began the practice of 
law. They did not set the world afire at 
the beginning with their success, but their 
business grew. McAdoo’s principal gain 
was an acquaintance with Wall Street men 
and Wall Street customs and winning the 
confidence of men with money. They learned 
to consider him as an enterprising, respon- 
sible, trustworthy man. Some of his prac- 
tice was along railroad and engineering 
lines, for which he was fitted by his ex- 
periences in Tennessee. At this time he lived 
in Jersey, and commuted into the city daily. 
He found that:standing on the cold ferry- 
docks waiting for a boat was uncomfortable 
and exasperating, and, believing that it was 
equally undesirable for other commuters, he 
decided that it would be a profitable under- 
taking to provide means of getting to New 
York without crossing the river. Why not 
have a tunnel, through which the people 
might come to New York with ease and 
comfort? 

Mr. McAdoo became enthusiastic upon the 
subject. He figured out to the minutest de- 
tail how it might be accomplished. 

It was a great day for New York, and a 


‘ proud one for William Gibbs McAdoo, when 


the first tube connecting New York with the 
mainland was completed. It brought New 
York a half-hour nearer to the rest of the 
country. The event was the occasion of a 
great celebration. 

While visiting his sons, who were students 
at Princeton, Mr. McAdoo met President 
Wilson, who was then president of the uni- 
versity. They were much impressed with 
each other and a warm friendship sprang 
up between them. Mr. Wilson was then be- 
ginning to be talked about in politics as a 
coming man. At the time of Mr. Wilson’s 
candidacy for the Governorship of New Jer- 
sey, Mr. McAdoo took an active interest in 
his campaign. Later he was a delegate to 
the Baltimore Convention, and worked for 
Mr. Wilson’s nomination. After the nomi- 
nation he was vice-chairman of the Demo- 
cratic Campaign Committee. Mr. Wilson 
rewarded his faithfulness by appointing 
him Secretary of the Treasury. 

What has been his record as Secretary of 
the Treasury? He has had more to con- 
tend with than any former secretary. There 
have been more changes in the financial pol- 
icy of the Government, more money to raise, 
more crises to be passed, during his term 
of office than ever before. 

The Secretary is one man whom the cam- 
era has not flattered. He is better looking 
than his pictures make him. His high 
cheek-bones and clean-cut face are promi- 
nent upon his photographs, but the camera 
fails to catch the light of determination in 
his eyes, and the magnetic, all-pervading 
power of his personality, which shows when 
in his presence. He is the handsomest ugly 
man I ever saw. In many ways he resem- 
bles Lincoln. If he had a beard, he could 
pass for the Great Emancipator. His thin, 
drawn face, deep-set eyes, overhanging 
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brows, and tall, lank, loosely jointed figure 
are so much like that of Lincoln that he 
might pass for his son. He is friendly in 
his greetings, but has nothing of the poli- 
tician in his make-up. He expresses his 
opinions without fear of political conse- 
quences to himself, and without regard to the 
views of his hearers. He has shown him- 
self a statesman, as well as a financier, a 
patriot with a heart as big as his head is 
clear.—Leslie’s. 





IMMORTALITY 
BY T. DARLEY ALLEN 


A friend of mine, a spiritualist, tells me 
that his is a demonstrative religion, yet all 
the proof he offers for his statement is 
based upon what he has seen and heard at 
spiritualistic meetings. I say to him that 
even admitting that there is no trickery em- 
ployed on the part of the mediums, there 
are other ways to account for all that seems 
to him a scientific evidence of immortality 
than the spiritualistic explanation. I tell 
him that such a lifelong investigator of so- 
called spiritistic phenomena as the late 
Professor James of Harvard said, not long 
before his death, that the explanation of the 
mystery may be in a psychological rather 
than in a spiritistic cause. 

But even if it could be shown that there 
is scientific evidence for life beyond the 
grave, would that afford any legitimate 
basis for religion? And would the fact lead 
to better lives on the part of those who had 
demonstrative evidence of immortality? 
Christianity has the power to change the 
most degraded men and women into saints; 
and for it men, such as Judson, Livingstone, 
and Paton, counted their lives nothing when 
they felt the call of God to go to the ends 
of the earth to preach the gospel. But there 
are leading spiritualists who are far from 
being moral and religious men and women, 
in fact who do not claim to be religious; 
and statements have been made on spirit- 
ualistic platforms to the effect that there 
is no necessary connection between spirit- 
ualism and the service of God. 

Bishop Butler, in his great work on, “The 
Analogy of Religion,” said: “A proof, even 
a demonstrative one, of a future life, would 
not be a proof of religion. For, that we 
are to live hereafter is just as reconcilable 
with the scheme of atheism, and as well to 
be accounted for by it as that we are now 
alive is; and therefore nothing can be more 
absurd than to argue from that scheme that 
there can be no future state.” And he also 
says that the credibility of a future life 
such as Christianity insists on, “how little 
soever it may satisfy our curiosity, seems 
to answer all the purposes of refigion, in 
like manner as a demonstrative proof 
would.” 





The sneezewood tree, a native of South 
Africa, yields a wood which is invaluable 
in building docks, piers, and jetties, for it 
remains unusually sound under water. 
Sneezewood is so bitter that even the worms 
refuse to have anything to do with it. 
Something in the make-up of this peculiar 
wood causes those who handle it to sneeze 
violently—hence its peculiar name.—Exz. 
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NEWS OF GENERAL INTEREST IN THE SECULAR WORLD 





The British armed boarding steamer, 
Louvain, Lieutenant Commander M. G. 
Easton, commanding, was torpedoed and 
sunk by a German submarine in the eastern 
Mediterranean on January 21. Seven offi- 
cers and 217 men were lost. 


——Two French steamers of more than 
1600 tons, and one under that tonnage, were 
sunk during the week ending February 2, 
by mine or submarine. The vessels reach- 
ing French ports numbered 968, and those 
clearing from French ports numbered 897 
the same week. 





Venice and a number of towns on the 
Venetian plain were bombed by enemy air- 
men, recently. While no damage and no 
casualties resulted from the attack on Ven- 
ice, considerable destruction was wrought 
in the towns of Padua, Treviso, and Mestre, 
where also a number of civilians were killed 
or wounded. 


——lIt takes from fifteen to thirty days 
to get letters from the United States te the 
soldiers in France, according to their loca- 
tion and the condition of ocean transporta- 
tion. Letters for the soldiers are cleared 
with every dispatch of mails to France, and 
every possible means is studied to expedite 
and safeguard the mail. 


——tThe Queen of the Belgians has cabled 
Dr. Anna Howard Shaw, chairman of the 
Woman’s Committee of the Council of Na- 
tional Defense, thanking her for a cable- 
gram, expressing the gratitude of American 
women for the humanitarian service ren- 
dered by the queen and women of Belgium 
to the cause of freedom and civilization. 


——President Wilson’s statement to 
American farmers, urging increased pro- 
duction, was displayed prominently in all 
English newspapers, as was Secretary Dan- 
iels’ announcement of a new anti-submarine 
device. The widest interest is displayed in 
the number of American soldiers being sent 
to France and Secretary Baker’s statement 
is held encouraging. 


——tTen months of the war have cost the 
United States $7,100,000,000, at the rate of 
$710,000,000 a month, nearly $24,000,000 a 
day. More than half of this huge sum, or 
$4,121,000,000, has been paid as loans to 
the allies, and the balance, about $3,000,- 
000,000, represents America’s outlay for its 
own war purposes exclusive of more than 
$600,000,000 for ordinary governmental ex- 
penses. 


——Direct radio communication between 
Washington and American army headquar- 
ters in France will be made possible this 
year with the completion of the $2,250,000 
radio station now being built in France by 
the navy department which has charge of 
all radio communication. At the close of 
the war the station will be taken over by 
the French government. 


-—-American prisoners in German 
camps are facing hardships with unbroken 
spirits, but are worried about their failure 
to receive mail from relatives in this coun- 
try, according to letters in possession of 
the prisoner-of-war aid department of the 


W. M. C. A. Probably the youngest Amer- 
iwan held as prisoner of war is Henry R. 
Hendren, sixteen years old, in a prison 
camp at Lubeck, Germany. 


——Dr. Ernest M. Hopkins, president of 
Dartmouth College, recently sent to the war 
department his acceptance of the position 
of superior of industrial relations in the 
office of Major-General Goethals, acting 
quartermaster general. Dr. Hopkins will 
be stationed at the war department. 





In addition to the Knox trophy, won 
through excellence at gunnery practice, the 
battleship Texas has been awarded the bat- 
tle efficiency pennant and the prize for best 
performance in fleet maneuvers. The three 
trophies were presented to the crew recent- 
ly in the presence of Admiral Mayo, com- 
mander-in-chief of the Atlantic fleet, and 
his staff. Secretary Daniels sent a con- 
gratulatory message to Captain Victor Blue, 
who has been returned to the command of 
the Texas. 


——President Wilson, by proclamation, 
recently included under the term “enemy,” 
in the trading with the enemy act, all en- 
emies who have been permanently interned 
by the war department. The effect of the 
proclamation is to enable the alien property 
custodian to take over and manage the 
property of enemy aliens of means who have 
been permanently interned, thus eliminating 
any possibility of their carrying on from the 
internment camps trading activities which 
might be inimical to the interests of the 
United States. 


— —Word of the loss of. the American 
steamship Alamance, owned by the Garland 
Steamship Corporation, and the resultant 
loss of six lives, was received, recently, in 
shipping circles at New York. The Ala- 
mance, which left New York, January 17, 
was torpedoed off the English coast, it was 
reported. She was a vessel of 3,000 tons. 
There were no Americans lost: The ship 
had a crew of fifty-five, and a naval gun 
complement of twenty-three men. The 
Rockingham, sister ship of the Alamance, 
was torpedoed off the Irish coast May 1, 
1917. 


——The Cunard liner Tuscania, carrying 
2,179 American soldiers, has been torpedoed 
and sunk off the Irish coast, but according 
to official reports 1,912 of the officers and 
men had been saved, and indicated that the 
list of rescued might prove even larger. The 
troops, composed chiefly of detachments of 
Michigan and Wisconsin national guards- 
men were traveling on the Tuscania, a 
British vessel, under convoy of British war- 
ships. The first 1,100 survivors were land- 
ed at Larne and Buncrana, two widely sep- 
arated Irish ports. The Tuscania was a 
British passenger and freight steamship of 
14,348 tons gross register. 


——Taking advantage of the fine weath- 
er, members of the La Fayette escadrille 
continued their brilliant exploits over the 
French front during the last few days, 
bringing down three German machines and 
losing none “themselves. Thomas Hitch- 


cock, Jr., whose home is on Long Island, 


downed two enemy airmen within a short 
time of each other—his first victories in. the 
air. David A. Putnam, of Brookline, Mass. Py 
brought down his third machine. | 


——tThe United States naval reserve 
force now embracing 69,000 men and 7,800 
officers, “is larger’ than the regular navy 
when war was declared and three: times: as 
large as in. the Spanish-American .. War,” 
Secretary Danidls declared recently in’ ad- 
dressing the special graduation classes. of 
300 reserve officers at the naval academy. 
Mr. Daniels told: the young officers, who 
have successfully ..cémpleted the pre- 
scribed fourteen. weeks’ © course. that 
when they left Annapolis they would 
find important assignments awaiting: them 
and their achievements would depend up- 
on themselves. The ideal of the navy 
in war, the secretary said, was con- 
combatants. ; 


——“England took two years to become 
really effective in the war—America must 
find her stride much quicker.” A British 
high official made this declaration recently 
in pointing out the striking parallels of war 
progress in Great Britain and the United 
States. The official emphasized the neces- 
sity of hurrying American food shipments 
to the allies. Every trainload of foodstuffs 
tied up, every ship delayed in American 
ports, is reflected in England, they said. It 


‘is frequently asserted in London that 


enough food is wasted in the larger Amer- 
ican cities to feed England under the lat- 
ter’s planned system of rationing. British- 
ers agree that England would have been 
far better off if rationing had been insti- 
tuted long ago. 


—China has millions of men for the al- 
lies—500,000 ready to fight, 1,000,000 under 
arms, 2,000,000 in reserve, and 400,000,000 
people to draw on, General Chiang, of the 
Chinese mission, said recently. This ‘almost 
limitless power is at the disposal ‘of the 
allies, beginning with the 500,000. who will 
be sent to the trenches the minute they are 
asked for, according to Chiang, who has 
just arrived from conference with military 
chiefs at Washington. At present the en- 
tente is relying upon China to protect’ al- 
lied interests in’ Vladivostok; "Harbin, and 
Manchuria, it was declared. Cable reports 
received by the mission told of the ‘capture 
of two thousand armed Bolsheviki troops:by 
General Liang Hsu’s forces operating near 
Harbin. Upon Japan depends to a great 
extent the.part China will play on the bat- 
tle-fields of France the coming summer, 
Chinese official declared. Japan has trans- 
port facilities sufficient to carry large num- 
bers of fighting men from Shanghai to Ca- 
nadian or Pacific ports where the first lap 
of their 12;000-mile journey ends. ~ 


SMALL BEGINNINGS 

“Many great things have conie from little 
things, and as a rule they are impressive: 
The most wonderful ‘thing about the giant 
oak is that it came from a'small acorn. A 
small and ‘seemingly insignificant young life 
may become: a mighty factor’ in: the mworidin 
progress.” 






















| EMERGING FROM WINTER 
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Spring is coming, and so is the Foreign Mission Offering. Severe winter weather 
has greatly hindered church activities, but a few weeks of strenuous work will set things 
in motion. We urge our pastors and churches to do all they can to fully prepare for 


SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 1918 


PREPARE FOR THE OFFERING, 
URGE LARGELY INCREASED CONTRIBUTIONS, 
AFFORD EVERYBODY A CHANCE TO GIVE, 


opes, and all the helps you need. 


WHERE THE PRESSURE IS 


The typhoon in Japan last October en- 
tailed considerable expense, and absorbed 
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the property maintenance fund of the 
Mission. Insurance costs three and four 
times the former rate, and we must keep 
our property insured. Larger salaries 
had to be granted the Japanese pastors. 
These three items show why we must in- 
crease our Foreign Funds this year. Re- 
member that the whole work depends very 
largely on the funds we send from Amer- 

! ica. 
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| DOGENZAKA LOT PURCHASED 

January 1, Rev. C. P, Garman wrote 


| ' FOREIGN MISSION DAY AND THE FOREIGN MISSION OFFERING, 
| 
| 
| 


USE SEVERAL SUNDAYS IF NECESSARY. 


e We have sent all pastors a fine book of helpful missionary material. A few copies 
| left. We have new leaflets ready and more to come, posters for every church, envel- 


zaka district for the Naka Shibuya 
church. Legal transfer was to be made 
in three months. And now we must hur- 
ry to complete the fund for this lot and 
building. 


PROGRESS IN SELF-SUPPORT 


In spite of high prices and exceedingly 
difficult living conditions, the churches of 
the Japan Christian Conference are this 
year increasing the monthly offerings, 
half of which are “to go toward pastoral 
salary increase,” and half “to decrease the 
salaries heretofore paid by the Mission.” 
This is a very encouraging feature of the 
Japan work, and indicates the growing 














' that he had contracted for a lot in Dogen- _ strength and initiative of the churches. 


REMEMBER OUR LEAN TREASURY 
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! We are now in the hardest financial part of the missionary year, and we need 
| money at once. Missionary funds move slowly in January and February. Help us as 
soon as you can; but help liberally, even if you have to delay a little. 
Send money, requests for information and literature, and correspondence about 
| the work to 

| M. T. MORRILL, 

: Foreign Mission Secretary, Dayton, Ohio. 
| 

; 

| 

| 











HELP TO MAKE SPRINGTIME 













REV. F. G, COFFIN, D. D. 
Albany, New York 
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I have written about the offering, and about 
the preacher, too, 

And now I want to write a line that will 
come mighty close to you; 

By you I mean the fellow who sits peaceful 
in his place, 

With his pockets full of money, and a smile 
upon his face; 

I mean the man who never thinks the offer- 
ing worth his time, 

And when the deacons pass the plates, 
throws in a crippled dime; 

By you I mean the fellow who will sing, and 
shout, and pray, 

But when it comes collection times declines 
his share to pay; 

I mean the man who knows the Book, has 
read it through and through, 

Who can always tell his fellow men what 
each of them should do; 

He is sure of all the doctrines, from the 
first one to the last, 

And to his precious ducats he likewise hold- 
eth fast; 

He reads his title to the skies, and boasts 
he’s paid his fare, 

Then he sings in tuneful melody of the glory 
he will share; 

The consecrated, cross-eyed bear, becomes 
his favorite song, 

And thus without his giving, the plates are 
moved along; 

Now if the preacher does his part, remains 
to duty true, 

You had better look a little out, or the 
Kaiser’ll gobble you. 

For of all the men he most desires, and he’ll 
get them if he can, 

Is the pious old pretender, who is but a ten- 
cent man. JEDEKIAH. 


PASTORS PLEASE READ 


When the Convention books were closed 
for the month of January, they revealed 
that eighty offerings more had been re- 
ceived for the Convention last year than 
for the same period of time this year. They 
furthermore revealed that it would take 
about an average of $5.00 to the church for 
these eighty churches to make the Conven- 
tion receipts on January 31, 1918, equal the 
receipts on January 31, 1917. 

Now, we all know that the unprecedented 
cold weather, the storm and the snow, the 
freezing atmosphere, and the almost im- 
passable roads, account for the delinquency 
of these eighty churches. They are among 
the best we have, and are served by splendid 
pastors; pastors who are interested in all 
our general work, and who regret the delay 
in making the offering, but they are not to 
blame. They could not-control the weather, 
they could not prevent the storm, they could 
not change the course of the cold’ wave, and 
their people could not get to’ the place 
appointed for prayer. But the weather will 
moderate, the storm period will end, and 
the sons and daughters of God can then 
come-together for ‘worship, ‘and when they 


do they will not forget their obligations to 
The American Christian Convention, but 
will make a liberal offering to the cause in 
which we are all alike interested. 

We are compelled to pay war prices for 
everything we get, and in addition to that, 
meet the expense of Convention year, which 
is always quite an amount more than other 
years, and added to that is the fact that 
each day marks an increase in Convention 
work. 

Now, pastor, if you are in charge of one 
of these storm-stayed churches, it is your 
opportunity to make good. Your people will 
respond to your appeal if it be made in 
earnest. I have been among the churches, 
and know that if the pastors are sincere and 
clear in their announcements that the offer- 
ing will neither be tardy nor beggarly. As 
an illustration and enforcement of the above 
statement, I know of a church, the mem- 
bership of which is not greater than it was 
last year, and the members are no better off 
financially, that gave nearly five times as 
much to the Convention this year as it did 
last, just because the preacher took a little 
time to tell of the work of the Convention 
and the opportunity of cooperation. We 
have a little more than a month of the 
Convention period left to us, and in that 
time every church of the brotherhood should 
be enrolled on the Convention books as lib- 
eral givers to the Convention fund. 

With the second Sunday in March the 
Convention period ends, and the foreign 
mission period begins, and the field should 
be clear for its offering, and will be if you 
will take the Convention offering before that 
time. After the second Sunday in March, 
churches that have not responded will be 
delinquent and receive a Reminder. Save 
yourself and your church that embarrass- 
ment, and the Convention the expense of 
sending it, and the Lord will bless you for it. 


REMITTANCES FOR JANUARY, 1918 
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Rev. Walton C. Wicker, A. M., Litt. D., Sec’y 
Elon College, N. C. 





Lesson for February 24, 1918 





JESUS TEACHING BY PARABLES THE 
GROWTH OF THE KINGDOM 
Mark 4: 21-34 





Time—Autumn, A. D. 28. 
Place—Sea of Galilee. 


Golden Text—The earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of Jehovah, as the waters 
cover the sea.—Isaiah 11: 9. 

Devotional Reading—Isa. 11: 1-10. 

Additional Material for Teachers—Matt. 
13: 24-50; Isa. 2: 2-4; Ezek. 47: 1-12; Rev. 
21: 1-8, 22-27; 22: 1-5. 

Primary Topic—Jesus telling a story 
about sowing. 

Memory Verse—Jesus advanced in wis- 
dom and stature, and in favor with God and 
men.—Luke 2: 52. 

Intermediate Topic—The Importance of 
Small Beginnings. 

Memory Verse—Matt. 13: 31, 32. 

Additional Material—Matt. 18: 24-50; 
Isa. 2: 2-4; 11: 1-10; Rev. 21: 1-8. 





Daily Readings 
Monday, Feb. 18—The Growth of the 
Kingdom. Mark 4: 21-34. 





or service. This was true of Christ and is 
equally true of the Christian in His day as 
in ours. Service, light-bearing, light-giving 
Christians and Christianity is the only ex- 
cuse for its being and the only argument for 
its promotion. 

V. 22. If any truth is hidden for a time 
it is only in order that it may afterward be 
made known when some felt need, perplex- 
ity, difficulty, or doubt arises in the lift of 
the individual: or the Kingdom. Use is the 


‘only excuse for the existence of the truth, 


whether hidden or revealed. The parable, 
being a concrete story easy to remember, 
preserves for a time what it contains of 
truth; but for all time the symbol is made 
vocal by suggestion of the universal truth 
of divine teachings, and the truth continued 
will continuously flash forth to all times and 
people that it may never be forgotten and 
never be hard to understand. 

V. 24. Take heed what ye hear—Con- 
sider what ye hear. With what measure ye 
measure, it shall be measured to you—In 
the same proportion as you consider or give 
attention to the truth, in that proportion it 
shall be given to you. To consider means 
to set or place two ideas together, the new 
and the old experiences are thus made to 
grow together and become assimilated and 
growth takes place in the Christian experi- 
ence. And more shall be given unto you— 
The more one has learned, the more easily 
does one learn more. This is true in mental 
development, but espccially is it true in 
moral and spiritual growth. The attain- 


teaching, printing, and applying to human 
practice and conduct until it shall spring up 
in human character and social custom. The 
growth of religious experience passes 
through four stages in its development, viz.: 
first, it takes form in feeling, sentiments, 
and attitudes; secondly, it comes to con- 
sciousness and shapes popular opinions; 
thirdly, it becomes incorporated into cus- 
toms, ceremonies, and practices; and finally, 
it is embodied in the formulated statements 
of social, moral, and religious law and life. 
V. 27. Sleep and rise—Go about his duties 
by day and take his rest at night, leaving 
the seed in the soil to germinate and spring 
up of itself. V. 28. Of herself—better, “of 
itself.” This thought is emphasized. The 
farmer sows the seed, but the earth makes 
it grow of itself. The seed and the earth 
are created for one another, and together 
produce a harvest by the power that is in 
them. The original nature of the seed is 
acted upon by the original nature of the 
earth as an environment and the growth 
takes place as a result of their interaction, 
and not by any power that the farmer puts 
into them. The blade.......... the ear.......... the 


full corn in the ear—Grain such as wheat 


or barley is referred to; we should say to- 
day: “The blade, the first shoot above the 
ground; the head, and the ripe grain in the 
head.” 


III. THE SMALL BEGINNING OF THE 
Krinepom. Vs. 30-34. 

V. 31. Mustard—A Palestinian plant 
that grows from a very small seed, but be- 
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comes a large bush, often ten feet high or 
even mere. It is the contrast between the 
very small seed and the large plant that 
grows from it that Jesus uses to illustrate 
the growth of the Kingdom of God. V. 82. 
Greater than all herbs—That is, from all 
vegetables that grow from seed in the gar- 
den. 

V. 33. Unto them—Unto the people, as 
is shown by His speaking of His disciples 
in the next verse in contrast with those 
here referred to. As they were able to hear 
it—As they could understand them, even 
though only in part. The method and sub- 
ject matter of His teaching was adapted to 
the ability of the people in so far as they 
were prepared to hear and understand. The 
parable makes truth concrete, definite, and 
suggestive because of its appeal to the imag- 
ination and familiarity of the symbol used. 
While not even His disciples could under- 
stand all that He purposed teaching by 
parables, He prepared them to interpret 
their meaning for privately to his own dis- 
ciples he expounded all things—This would 
enable them not only to understand the 
truth for their own time and personal de- 
velopment, but prepared them to interpret 
the meaning of His parables to all when 
they might teach in later life. The teach- 


ers of religious truth, of all men, should: 


understand the truth and be able to make it 
clear to those whom they would guide in 
religious conduct and character-building, for 
the destiny of souls hang upon the teaching 
of spiritual leaders and the weight of the 
responsibility of their mission should urge 
them to learn of the Master Teacher under 
the illuminating and inspiring presence of 
the Holy Spirit, who shall teach you all 
things and bring all things that I have said 
unto you unto your remembrance. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


W. A. Harper, LL. D. - 
Elon College, N. C. 





Secretary 


Topic for February 24, 1918 





THE CROSS IN ASIA 
Psalm 96:1-3 





The Scripture :— 


O sing unto the Lord a new song: sing unto the 
Lord, all the earth. Sing unto the Lord, bless his 
name; shew forth his salvation from day to day. 
Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders 
among all peeple. 





The Leader :—The Christian Church has 
no work in India, but we are interested in 
that great land nevertheless. We have 
heard of the mass movement in India, 
which means that entire villages over night 
will decide to become Christians. What an 
opportunity this offers! Of course, these 
ignorant people must be taught that to be- 
come Christians means more than a mental 
decision. The Church must send thousands 
of additional missionaries to conserve the 
opportunity we now have in India. Our own 
Church should take part in this crisis. Will 
it? 

Topics for Essays or Brief Addresses :— 
Our Japan Mission; Missions in China; In 
Korea; In Persia; In Palestine; The Jews 
and Palestine Now; Mohammedans and 
Christ; Confucius and Christ; Hinduism. 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


From The Christian Endeavor Daily 
Companion— 7 
SUGGESTIVE THOUGHTS 


The Jews rejected Jesus; judgment fell 
upon them; and they were scattered. Asia 
failed to, accept the gospel message, and 
drifted into dense ignorance. Only the 
cross has power to lift. 

Shylock’s question, “Hath not a Jew affec- 
tions?” suggests that all men everywhere 
are at bottom alike. They are certainly 
alike in their sin and in their need of a 
Savior. 

Mohammedans are hard to reach with the 
gospel, but medical missions are opening 
doors and hearts. 

China is going to be civilized; that is, she 
is going to copy the West. It is ours to 
decide whether we shall drive her to follow 
our warlike methods, or accept the gospel 
of peace. 

A FEW ILLUSTRATIONS 


“After I became a. Christian,” says an 
Indian, “my own family began to hate me, 
and I suffered insult and beating and much 
sorrow; but in all my Heavenly Father gave 
me much help, and by the grace of God 
after a while my persecutors themselves 
began to turn to Christ.” 

For the site of a church a Korean Chris- 
tian offered a lot which he had been re- 
serving for years for his own burial-place. 
“Put this old body anywhere you like,” he 
said; “I want to see God’s house go up on 
that spot.” 

In the Nestorian mission in Persia re- 
vivals seem to come periodically, beginning 
with boys and girls in school, and spreading 
to the villages. They are characterized by 
a deep sense of sin, earnestness in prayer, 
and an eager desire to know the Word of 
God. The Nestorian field is inviting. 


TO THINK ABOUT 


What is being done for Mohammedans in 
Asia? 

What obstacles hinder missions in Asia? 

How do colleges help missions in Asia? 


A CLUSTER OF QUOTATIONS 


Japan is leading the Orient. The East- 
ern nations followed Japan, as Japan has 
followed the West, and what Japan is doing 
to-day the others will do to-morrow.—John 
R. Mott. 

There is a growing host of Hindoos, in 
high position and in low, who are enamor- 
ed of that ideal of life which our Lord 
taught and exemplified—John P. Jones. 

In her education, religion, civil govern- 
ment, and even in warfare, Japan has 
shown conscious effort to respond to the de- 
mands of Christian standards.— William 
Owen Carver. 

The church has profited by Mrs. Shi’s 
marriage. ‘The home she established has 
been a contrast to every other home in that 
region, and a model. It is clean; it is full 
of peace and love; it is a center from which 
radiates a ministry to all other homes in 
the district—Elliott I. Osgood. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR DOINGS 


St. Paul’s Lutheran Society, Baltimore, 
Md., raised $1,169.86 for missions last year. 
Members of the society in Shenandoah 
Collegiate Institute, Dayton, Va., organized 
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seven new societies in their summer vaca- 
tion. 

During an air-raid in London, England, 
a society held its meeting in the basement 
and*invited, successfully, passers-by to come 
to the meeting. 

Starting with ten members last. summer, 
the Disciples society of Amarillo, Texas, 
now has seventy-five members who have 
pledged $457 to various enterprises. 

A society in the United Brethren College, 
Huntington College, at Ubee, Ind., has at- 
tained the high efficiency rating of 300 per 
cent. and is seeking to maintain this fine 
standard. 

A York, Nebr., Presbyterian society took 
a forty-mile auto ride to pay a surprise 
visit to a former pastor who had settled in 
the district. Of course the society held a 
union meeting with the Endeavorers of the 
place. 

The Christian Endeavor topics for the 
year 1919 have been selected by a Young 
People’s Interdenominational Commission, 
which includes representatives of the Bap- 
tist Young People’s Union and the Epworth 
League. 

The Disciples of Christ are making a re- 
markable effort to organize 2,400 new socie- 
ties in twenty-four weeks. The latest fig- 
ures are 2,087 societies organized This 
“Victory Drive” closed in Christian En- 
deavor Week, January 27 to February 3. 

The -Mississippi Christian Endeavor 
union, only eighteen months old, asked to 
enroll 2,000 members in the Christian En- 
deavor Army of Universal Patriotic Serv- 
ice, has already responded with 2,076 mem- 
bers pledged to help to increase and to con- 
serve the nation’s food supply. 

In some cities where the high wages paid 
at ammunition factories have attracted 
young girls, Endeavorers have first secured 
the names of respectable families that are 
willing to lodge girls, and then have brought 
many of the girls into touch with the fami- 
lies. This is better than sending them to 
huts, for it preserves the home atmosphere. 


COMMISSION ON CHRISTIAN ENDEAYV- 
OR OF THE AMERICAN CHRIS- 
TIAN CONVENTION 

Rev. A. B. Kendall, Chairman, Ravena, 
N.Y. 

Rev. Klise S. King, Oberlin, Ohio. 

Rev. A. E. Bagby, Newmarket, Ontario. 

Miss Josie Craig, Box 879, Norfolk, Va. 

Rev. J. F. Morgan, Berkley, Va. 

Rev. B. W. Stoddard, 2315 Bellefontaine 
Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 

Maynard M. Way, 385 Madison Ave., Al- 
bany, N. Y. 

Rev. A. R. Webb, West Mansfield, Mass. 

Rev. R. G. English, 412 Main St., Ames- 
bury, Mass. . 

Miss Freda Kirkendall, Huntington, Ind. 

Rev. F. G. Bell, Lewistown, Ill. 

R.'C. Boyd, High Point, N. C. 

Let the brethren and sisters, too, write to 
Dr. Kendall, the chairman, any suggestions 
they may have for our work. We wish this 
commission to give us the recommendations 
we need to guarantee the progress of our 
work. The Christian Endeavor Board 
will report only statistics to the Convention. 
The commission will take care of the rest. 
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HOME MISSIONS 


Rev. Omer 8S. Thomas = Secretary 
Dayton, Ohio 


Dr. Harper enthusiastically endorses the 
Supplementary Topic Card for mission 
study throughout the year. Let every 
Christian Endeavor Society send for enough 
copies for your members. Get your Mis- 
sionary Committee to work on them at once. 
Good, thank you. 





A general secretary from another denom- 
ination said the other day to some of his 
men, “Now we have the task of getting 
mission study into every church to every 
member the same as we have been able to 
get every church to take the Every Member 
Canvass.” The only ideal church is where 
every member is enlisted for prayer, work, 
and giving. 





If this cold weather keeps up what are 
we going to do about the Foreign Mission 
Offering? That is the question that is wor- 
rying the Mission Department just now. 
It is all because we are so far behind the 
times that we have to depend on an annual 
offering yet. Mr. Parson, are you doing 
anything to get your church on the weekly 
basis of giving to missions? 





Brother and Sister Willard have just 
closed a good meeting at the Christian 
church at Montesano. An excellent spirit 
of spiritual uplift was felt in the church as 
a result. Brother Loucks fears that they 
will suffer with the cold by going farther 
south into New Hampshire. He writes that 
the cattle are on pasture and the grass is 
growing so that they have to mow their 
yards. 

We are very grateful to the Willards for 
the assistance and encouragement they have 
given to our work in Western Washington 
during their stay there. 

Another encouraging fact to note in the 
work at Montesano is that the superinten- 
dent of the schools there is a regular at- 
tendant at our church. 


LOOKING FORWARD 


I was shut up at home a couple of days this 
week with a very heavy cold. I was like a 
bear in a cage, with the restlessness of be- 
ing shut up in the winter with all its bar- 
renness. While fretting and nervous there 
came to me the thought that there is one 
thing to be thankful for and that is that 
there is something to look forward to soon 
in the opening of the spring. How thank- 
ful that we are entering so close to the 
springtime when we shall behold the open- 
ing of life and the passing of all the cold 
and barrenness. It is the forward look that 
gives cheer in times like these. Hope is 
the anchor of the soul, hope in which Christ 
is the central figure of power, but with 
myriads of lesser powers circulating around 
Him in carrying out the things he is to do. 

Some are teaching that we must wait for 
the coming of Christ to see Him accomplish 
many of the wonders that the world is to 
behold in His Kingdom. He said, “Lo, I 
am with you even to the end of the world.” 
So we look back to the awfulness of the past 
months and years and are filled with sor- 
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row at the things we see. But we look for- 
ward to the months to come and we rejoice 
at the great opportunities we are to have 
to work with the ever present Master as 
the real guiding force. 

Forward to a closer federation of His 
work than we have ever seen before; for- 
ward to a deeper consecration in unselfish 
service than we dreamed could be possible; 
forward to the time when all the neglected 
people will be looked after, and the indus- 
tries, the churches, and governments will 
be so democratized that every man will get 
@ square deal. 

Yes, it is in the future, but it will soon 
come, and come because of the will of the 
Master, and the efforts of man. He has 
never worked independent of man in accom- 
plishing the things which are for the uplift 
of society, and He is going to use man to- 
morrow even more than He used him yes- 
terday. We do not have outstanding in- 
dividuals to-day as we had generations ago 
because God is using armies to-day where 
He used individuals in those days. What 
are we doing to meet the day of the future? 
We are drilling a few of our leaders in our 
colleges, not enough. We are looking to bet- 
ter efficiency of our churches, but what are 
we doing for the privates, for the rank and 
file? In looking forward to the future with 
all its triumphs let us think of the part that 
the masses are to play in it all. It will be 
a mighty important part, and the Church 
has a mighty important duty in the prepar- 
ing them for those duties. 

The church organization of the days to 
come will be more than the pastor and the 
pillars. Every brick in the wall and every 
child in the Sunday-school must be reckoned 
as forces to be used, and the church which 
sees and uses lives will be the church God 
will use. 

Our home mission work is to strengthen 
the home base as well as to carry the gos- 
pel to the neglected people in our land, and 
to do it we must see to it that all the forces 
God has placed at our command are being 
used. He wants life always and all the 
time, with the emphasis on the latter. The 
church of the future will be the church 
where all the life in the church will be util- 
ized. What will our church be? 





2 e 9 
Woman’s Missionary Departm’t 
(Please send items for this department to either 
Mrs. Alice M. Burnett or Mrs. Lucretia Craig Helfen- 
stein, Dayton, Ohio.) 


The Mid-Year Meeting of Miami Confer- 
ence Woman’s Board will-be held at Shiloh 
Springs, March 28. Miami Conference 
women should begin to plan to attend this 
meeting all day and evening. 





There is a very regrettable typographical 
error in the stewardship leaflet, “Whose Is 
It?” In the sentence beginning, “Covet- 
ousness is one of the most”—the next word 
should be deadening. It is suggested that 
Literature Superintendents correct the two 
wrong letters before distributing. 


MOBILIZATION MONTH 
How goes the campaign? 


Have you secured plenty of munitions? 
The munition distributing station is at 33 
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Gordon Avenue, Dayton, Ohio, Superintend- 
ent, Mrs. Emma S. Powers. 





The magnificent cooperation of conference 
and local officers in the February campaign 
is most heartening. 


WHAT THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
MEANS TO ME 

Through the Missionary. Society have 
come to me some of the richest experiences 
of my Christian life. It has deepened my 
prayer-life and given me a broader vision 
of the world’s needs. To be a colaborer and 
to be associated with the noble Christian 
women who are striving to extend God’s 
Kingdom through our own denomination, is 
a privilege none of us can afford to miss. 
The meetings of the society are so interest- 
ing and inspiring, and full of information 
about our own mission fields and the work- 
ers there. As we learn about them, we be- 
come interested in them and feel our own 
personal responsibility to them. Not many 
of us can do big things or give large 
amounts for the Kingdom, but when we are 
united as a society, how much more we can 
do towards carrying the gospel of Jesus 
Christ “to the uttermost parts of the earth.” 

Ipa M. EICKMEYER. 
Dayton, Ohio. 


EDUCATION 


Rev. W. G. Sargent, B. A. - 
Providence, R. L 








Secretary 





WITH THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 


It was the privilege of the writer to be 
with the other members of the Board of 
Education, in our annual meeting, at Elon 
College, North Carolina. 

President and Mrs. W. A. Harper were 
our host and hostess and everything pos- 
sible. was done for our comfort and pleas- 
ure.. They are charming people and one 
always comes from their presence with the 
feeling tis: he has had a vision of the larger 
and purer life revealed through them. 

We found the heads of the institution 
facing the war conditions in a determined 
spirit, with gratifying results. The enrol- 
ment will about reach its limit of four hun- 
dred. We do not have a college within the 
bounds of The American Christian Conven- 
tion, to which the people of the Christian 
Church are more loyal in their patronage. 

While in North Carolina, the Board vis- 
ited Franklinton Christian College. The 
building and equipment for the school sur- 
passed our expectations. Rev. John Blood 
and those who have labored with him, de- 
serve a great deal of credit for what has 
been accomplished there. 

The handsome three-story building, with 
office, chapel, and recitation rooms on the 
the first floor and girls’ and boys’ dormi- 
tories on the second and third floors respec- 
tively, is a credit to the denomination. 

Rev. F. S. Hendershot, the superintend- 
ent, is a man of large faith and is deeply 
interested in the work to which he has been 
called. Rev. H. E. Long, the principal, takes 
an active interest in every plan connected 
with the institution. He has been faith- 
ful to his post of duty for many years and 
much of what has been accomplished is due 
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to his efforts. Mrs. Hendershot and others 
ably assist in the work of instruction. There 
are about one hundred and fifteen students. 
They are a neat and intelligent looking body 
of young colored people. Their rooms in 
the dormitory show a care that is seldom 
surpassed. The Bishop Cottage, that is be- 
ing erected for the superintendent, will be 
a valuable addition to the equipment when 
completed. The work on this has been de- 
layed on account of obtaining material. The 
school has a farm of eighty acres. 

The institution should mean much to the 
work of the colored people of the Christian 
Church in the South. W. T. WALTERs. 

Winchester, Va. 


FRANKLINTON CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 
Report of Treasurer for January, 1918 






1. Balance on hand as reported........ $226.54 
2. W. H. M. B., by O. S. Thomas...... 14.59 
2. North Westport S. S., by W. H. 
NIN cc cocci ech e ceeh e 2.72 
2. AXtna Insurance (Dividend)........ 55.00 
2. National Insurance (Dividend)... 25.00 
5. Mrs. Nellie Poste, Elyria, Ohio... 5.00 
5. The Women’s Guild, Elmwood C. 
Church, Providence, R. I. ............ 3.00 
9. Board of Education, A. C. C. 
NINN s  cicsisreisticoccdcnmtcepiniaeceeets 11.83 
9. Eastern Virginia Colored Chris- 
Co .  . ernennnre 88.22 
9. Rev. Ellen G. Gustin, Attleboro, 
I onc cee stare cela 5.00 
15. Western Union Tel. (Div.) J. B. 
on EEE IES 12.50 
15. S. D. Cornelius, Pine Plains, — 
21. South Westerlo, N. Y.— 
Deane MEIN cs ccoccevec cmebioes 1.00 
Bs RO EN soc tscenrcccctorittnees 1.00 
NN RMI oc cecetcsecsisecmtrtincon 1.00 
UIE RNR  anscssnciicccermieens 1.00 
Bs MINI osc crc ccaessccaansciraicees 1.00 
ROT, AOL Oe ROAD assscsiseceseccmrcteccas 1.00 
eS eae 1.00 
Mrs. Addison Bishop .................. 1.00 
Pn sees csuerricicanenicas 1.00 
eee 2.00 
SO IIMs csiessccnscrecencencs 50 
Chauncey Spaulding .................... -50 
Norman Cunningham .................. -50 
Augustus Shephard .................... -50 
BR IN oi cccsesicccicenvencensesscese 50 
Eugene Spaulding ...... 25 
Mrs. Mary Kelley ......... 25 
Miss Georgia Lockwood 25 


Mrs. S. P. Boomhover ............ a 25 


Miss Elizabeth Kniffin ................ 50 

Petr ie i ara 5.00 

PORTO ns ossscssccncsetseccs 10.00 

21. Two Classesin S.S.,Argos, Ind. 4.25 
28. From Birthday Bank, Gasport, 

WU MA ROs Bee cucesse eee oS 4.88 


28. The Francis Asbury Palmer Fund 100.00 
81. Y. P. Missionary Society, Elm- 








wood C. Ch., Providence, R. I. 2.00 
MS mice $592.55 
PEE seekers 405.00 

Feb. 1. Balance on hand.................... $187.53 


Of the above payments, $100 has been 
paid on our indebtedness, leaving still due, 
$2,300. Thanks to all the dear friends who 
are helping to reduce the debt and to pay 
the running expenses, and to God, our Heav- 
enly Father, for His goodness to the chil- 
dren of men. 

JOHN BLOoop, Treasurer. 


Riegelsville, N. J., Feb. 1, 1918. 


DEFIANCE NOTES 
DEFIANCE, OHIO, Feb. 2, 1918. 
The Religious Association of the college 
met in regular meeting on Friday evening, 
February 1, at 6:45 p. m. There was a 
good attendance and good interest. Prof. 
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George C. Enders gave an inspiring ad- 
dress upon the subject of “How This Asso- 
ciation Can Help the War Work Council 
of the College.” Prof. Enders said in sub- 
stance: 

This organization is the most far reach- 
ing in school. Its doors are open to every 
class and person, besides the members of 
this organization fill the pulpits of more 
than a score of churches and speak regular- 
ly to more than two thousand people. We 
have a wonderful opportunity, but an op- 
portunity may prove to be a blessing or it 
may prove to be a curse and while we 
tremble at the greatness of the task, it is 
a chance of chances. 

One of the first things is to get ourselves 
in a position where God can use us. We 
must recognize the greatness of the task. 
All former wars put together cost about 
forty billion dollars. This war already has 
cost one hundred twenty-five billion dollars 
and has only begun. The Civil War, the 
greatest war the world knew before this 
present struggle, cost about 200,000 lives. 
This struggle has already cost seven million 
lives. It costs Germany one-tenth as much 
to put a man on the western front as it 
does the United States, but the greatest 
tasks come when the war closes and we 
must begin with ourselves by being willing 
to let God use us. 

To win this war, two things are 
necessary—a victory over ourselves and to 
learn what true democracy is. 

The politician says: ‘How much is in my 
country for me?” The statesman says: 
“How much is in me for my country?” 

These are remote facts, but there are 
other things to be done at once. Here the 
resolutions of war council were read. These 
resolutions were things to be taken up in 
the school to train the students how to “do 
their bit.” 

Stick to your task and be ready for the 
reconstruction that must come. If Germany 
wins, the ideals of “right makes might,” 
will change to “might makes right.” Ger- 
many will not win, but we must stand for 
right and be ready to take our place. 

The address was given in Prof. Enders’ 
pleasing way and was greatly appreciated. 

CLARK A. DENISON, 
Corresponding Secretary. 


PATRIOTIC SERVICES 





A Tentative Program of Patriotic Services 
for Sunday-schools ef The American 
Christian Convention 


Because of this awful war, unlimited op- 
portunities for sacrificial service lie at the 
very threshold of our Sunday-schools. In 
order that we may meet the challenge, the 
committee appointed by the Sunday-school 
Board of The American Christian Conven- 
tion offers a suggested program of patriotic 
activities. 

WAR WORK COMMITTEE 

Let the pastor or superintendent appoint 
a committee of three in the school to pro- 
mote and help supervise these activities. 
Each of these three persons may select two 
other persons and become chairman of a 
committee to take the lead in carrying out 
work along the following lines: 

First—Committee. on Cross and War 
Y. M. C. A. work. 

Second—Committee on Relief Work, such 
as Armenian, Syrian, etc. 
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Third—Committee on Educational, Re- 
creational, and Social Work. 


RED CROSS ACTIVITIES 


First—Secure Red Cross memberships. 

Second—Cooperate in making and pro- 
viding Red Cross supplies: (a) Form sew- 
ing groups in ladies’ classes; (b) Knit 
sweaters, helmets, and socks. 

Third—Assume responsibility to give ade- 
quate hospital care to a wounded or sick 
soldier or sailor boy. 

WAR Y. M. C. A. ACTIVITIES 

First—Send names of enlisted boys from 
your school at once to the War Y. M. C. A. 
secre at the cantonment. State wheth- 
er member of church or not. State also any 
special qualification for Christian service. 

Second—Make an offering to War Y. M. 
C. A. work. 

RELIEF WORK 


The children and men and women of 
Bible Lands are starving. The Sunday- 
schools should rush to the rescue. Our 
American missionaries, at great sacrifice, 
have remained on the field and through 
their personal supervision we are able to 
reach the most remote parts of the field. 
A friend meets all the expenses of distri- 
bution, so that every dollar contributed goes 
directly to those who are in need. Two 
oe are recommended by the War Coun- 
cil: 

1. The use of the educational material 
prepared by the Armenian and Syrian Re- 
lief Committee, 1 Madison Avenue, New 
York. 

2. Devote some Sunday, or the Christ- 
mas, offering to the Armenian and Syrian 
relief work. 

8. Assist as far as possible in all other 
needy places. 


EDUCATIONAL, RECREATIONAL, AND SOCIAL 
ACTIVITIES 


Educational— 

First—State occasionally our war aims. 
Keep clear in the minds of all why we are 
at ‘war. 

Second—Hold occasionally a patriotic 
service. 

Third—Keep the Stars and Stripes in evi- 
dence and make much of the Roll of Honor 
and Service Flag. s 

Fourth—Seek to counteract any feeling 
of revenge or hatred in the minds of any, 
children or adult, against those with whom 
we are at war. 

Fifth—Join heartily with the Food and 
Fuel Commissions in their endeavor to edu- 
cate and conserve. Use short programs and 
pass out literature to this end. Do not 
criticise but obey cheerfully all demands. 

Sixth—Help to obtain Testaments, books, 
magazines, and papers and distribute them 
among our soldiers. 

Recreational— 

Assist in all legitimate attempts to fur- 
ish recreational privileges for our soldiers. 
Seek to have them accorded free access to 
all parks, athletic fields, golf grounds, - 
nasiums, and to all places of h ess 
amusements. When possible join in any at- 
tempt to furnish entertainment at your 
home, in the city or at the cantonments. 

Social— 

First—Keep in close touch with every one 
who goes from the school by writing letters 
and by sending, occasionally, little remem- 
brances. Send home papers and church 
bulletins. 

Second—Give them letters of recommen- 
dation and if —— register them as 
members of the Home Department of the 
school. 

Third—If possible, invite the soldier boys 
to your home for dinner and do your best 
to make them “feel at home.” 

Fourth—Keep the “Home Fires Burning” 
that if perchance the boys make a visit 
home they may find a warmth and spiritual . 
glow in our homes and in the church that 
will cheer and inspire their hearts and send 
them back to cantonment and trench with 
firmer trust in God and the cause for which 
they sacrifice. 

McD. Howsare, Chairman. 
S. Q. HELFENSTEIN. 
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NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


Rye, N. H.—Various conditions, includ- 
ing severe weather, have given some of the 
prayer-meetings and chu services a 
small attendance, and scarlet fever has 
diminished the numbers at Sunday-school. 


During the cold weather the Congregational ° 


and Christian churches unite in services, 
thus conserving fuel supply. The services 
are held in the Christian church each alter- 
nate Sunday, and the two pastors take 
turns with the preaching. Bro. Newhall is 
making good at Rye. 





Mirror Lake, N. H.—This community is 
being stirred as it has not been for years, 
and the people of the Mirror Lake Chris- 
tian church are rejoicing in the new relig- 
ious interest. The Christian services were 
attended by more than half the entire com- 
munity. The two Sunday preaching serv- 
ices and the Sunday-school are well attend- 
ed. On a recent Sunday evening several 
manifested their desire to serve Christ. 
Great interest is also shown in the prayer- 
meetings. One Wednesday evening recent- 
ly, four stood up to accept Christ, and three 


or four manifested the same desire by up- 


lifted hand. The pastor, C. W. Passey, is 
preaching the old-fashioned gospel, and 
feels that God is wonderfully blessing them 
in the work. As he writes, “People are more 
than interested. The Spirit of God is 
working.” He feels that all praise and 
glory belong unto the Lord. 





Franklin, N. H.—Work here is progress- 
ing finely, also. The bell is already in place 
in the new building, and is used to call peo- 
ple to service. The prayer-meetings held 
in different homes have an attendance of 
about forty, a reduction of about twenty on 
account of the cold weather. The pastor is 
conducting the prayer service as a personal 
workers’ class, in preparation for an evan- 
gelistic campaign the coming fall. About 
one hundred were present at a _ splendid 
watch-night service. Rev. E. R. Caswell, 
of Laconia, gave an excellent address on 
the theme, “He set his face steadfastly to 
go to Jerusalem.” The past year has been 
one of wondrous advancement in many 
ways for the Franklin church. ; 





Georges Mills, N. H.—The brotherhood 
has suffered a severe loss in the sudden 
passing of Deacon W. W. Chase a few weeks 
ago. For years Bro. Chase has been active- 
ly identified with the Christian church at 
Georges Mills, working and praying for its 
welfare, and contributing generously to its 
support. He has also shown a deep and 
vital interest in the work of Christ’s King- 
dom as represented by the New England 
Christian Convention and allied societies, 
and the denomination. His counsel and 
help will be tly missed, but the influ- 
ence of a noble, consecrated, Christian life 
still abides with us. 





This week’s letter is entirely from the 
State of New Hampshire. a we not have 
sufficient reports from other churches, that 
we may give other States similar notice? 


ENGLISH. 


INDIANA 


Cynthiana, Feb. 4—As is sometimes said, 
“We are still on the map,” or rather, on 
the snow. 


Not in the memory of the oldest 


inhabitant has there been so much snow 
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“And they that be wise shal’ shime ac .the brightmess of the firmament; 
and they that turn many te righteousness as the stars forever and ever.” 
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and cold weather in this part of the State. 
We are still walking on over two feet of 
snow and ice, and our weather bureau esti- 
mates the snowfall here for the winter to 


date 66.06 inches. About twenty below 
zero is about the coldest, but everybody 
seems to be satisfied. While fuel has been 
scarce there has been no suffering here for 
the want of it. Church services have been 
very irregular, and often had to be suspend- 
ed entirely. Congregations have been small, 
and while good work is being done under 
the circumstances, we have no great out of 
the ordinary thing to write. We are plan- 
ning for better things as we can get together 
more regularly, and looking with great an- 
ticipations to the coming of our revival 
meetings to be held in April, under the 
leadership of Rev. Frederick Cooper. There 
is much work to be done in the way of prep- 
aration, as we desire to be ready when the 
time comes. We enjoy reading the field 
notes, which usually are a correct index to 
the work being done on the ground, but— 
Brethren, let us be careful lest we do two 
things: cry down the work of our predeces- 
sor, in an effort to “boost” self, and in the 
end leave the field of our professed activ- 
ities so suddenly, that we are left to guess. 
I think like many, and in fact all, as far as 
I know, that THE HERALD is better and 
better as the years go by. We are having 
sweet fellowship with the other pastors 
here, and find them broader than the creeds 
of their respective churches. There is a 
disposition upon the part of pastors and 
members to work together in all general 
work, but a lack of church loyalty upon the 
part of the members of all the churches. 
Rev. Herbert G. Tovey, former pastor, and 
member of the church here, was home for 
a few days between evangelistic meetings, 
but left again for Chetopa, Kan., where his 
company begin another evangelistic cam- 
paign for the salvation of souls. Bro. Tovey 


is an able evangelistic singer, and has be- 


come a part of an “Evangelistic Trio” con- 
stantly engaged in the work. May God bless 
him and the work to the salvation of many 
souls, He is constantly writing and pub- 
lishing music, and music books for evangel- 
istic work, and any one needing books in his 
line would do well to correspond with him, 
addressing him here, as this is his home. 
Our hearts have been ‘cheered by many let- 
ters from Iowa and Illinois fields, friends of 
former pastorates, even those of more than 
twenty years ago. We pray God’s blessing 
on all those who have followed us, and may 
the seed we tried to sow for the Master 
bring forth some fruit, to the glory of God. 
Our hearts go back to our dear children 
whom we left behind, but if we sing, “I’ll 
go where you want me to go,” we ought to 
be willing to do so, and some way, insep- 
arably connected with the “great commis- 
sion,” is the word, “Go.” It was a high 
compliment paid the Master in the words: 
“He went about doing good.” All true min- 
isters are, in a big sense, missionaries, and 
to be a true missionary, one must be sent, 
and if sent, we should be willing to go. I 
love the words of that beautiful song: “If 
Jesus goes with me I’ll go, anywhere, ’tis 
heaven to me wherever I be, if He is there.” 
We missed THE HERALD a time or two, but 
the explanation of why is sufficient. God 
bless the editor in his splendid work.—E. 
E. BENNETT. 


OHIO 


Carysville, Feb. 5—As the Carys- 
ville people have not conducted their re- 
vival services, although our pastor, C. A. 
Denison, came with the intention of hold- 
ing them last month, and for a few nights 
‘we were able to have services; the crowds 
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were small, but much interest was shown. 
The roads became impassable and fuel 
scarce, so the meetings were closed after 
deciding to hold a two weeks’ tent meeting 
next summer. At present we are looking 
forward with great interest to the coming 
of Dr. M. T. Morrill, who has promised to 
be present at our church services, Febru- 
ary 17, with his stereopticon views of the 
foreign fields. We hope this may be the 
means of arousing our people to a greater 
interest in the mission work.—Mrs. EMMA 
LICKLWDER, Church Clerk. 


Defiance, Jan. 19—The writer has just 
closed a two weeks’ meeting at the Delphos 
Christian church, which proved to be very 
successful. Good attendance and interest 
prevailed throughout the entire series, in 
spite of the very severe weather. The Lord 
blessed our efforts with eight souls. Two 
conversions and six by letter. The church 
also was strengthened, and a deepening of 
the spiritual life was manifested. At the 
close of the services, Tuesday evening, Jan- 
uary 15, the good people of the church re- 
membered the writer with a donation of 
groceries, which was very much appreci- 
ated. May the Lord bless these splendid 
folks. The writer is now waiting at Ft. 
Wayne for the train, en route to Tiosa, 
Ind., to fill his regular appointment. Met 
Bro. Ray Gibson en route to Dunfee, Ind., 
to fill his regular appointment. May the 
Lord bless him in his work. -Many fami- 
lies in Defiance are in need of fuel. May 
the Lord help His people in these crucial 
times.—RuFUS EMMERT. 


Williamsport—I will try and give you an 
account of the meeting at Westville, Ohio, 
that I held for our brother, Rev. J. S. Ehr- 
heart. I left home January 19—that awful 
day—I never will forget it. Williamsport 
is one mile from the railroad station and I 
had to walk and carry two grips as the tele- 
phone poles and wires were blown down and 
across the road, making it impossible for a 
machine to go. The wind was blowing a 
gale and mercury had almost lost herself in 
the jungles of the south, being twenty-two 
degrees below zero. I froze my neck under 
my chin and a part of the left side of my 
face. The train finally arrived. It was 
nine-thirty a. m. when I left Williamsport 
and arrived in Washington C. H. at eleven- 
forty, only seventeen miles away. Left 
Washington C. H. at four-thirty in the af- 
ternoon and stopped two miles south of 
Madison Mills, and we there became the 
unwilling guest of a snowdrift for eight 
long hours—couldn’t move forward nor 
backward until a snowplow came from Co- 
lumbus and plowed us out—taking three 
large locomotives to pull our train of five 
coaches out. At any rate, I reached West- 
ville just twenty-four hours late. Brother 
Charles Israel in the meantime had sent me 
a telegram to not try to come, but I passed 
it on the way somewhere, leaving home be- 
fore I received it. I began the meeting the 
following Monday evening and continued it 
for two weeks, and they were two weeks of 
storms and snow. sing the Westville 
church as a center there are within a radius 
ef two and one-half miles twelve other 
churches and there were two revivals in 
progress within two miles of us at the time, 
making our congregations at times rather 
small, but God always blesses those who 
trust Him and do their best and He gave 
us none precious souls for our hire and the 
church nine new members. Our good friend 


and brother r, Rev. Ehrheart, came to 
wae feet wedi of he ing and his 
big-hearted, » whole- endeav- 


ors were a great help. We never met Bro. 
Ehrheart before, but we had to follow the 
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example of his congregations in giving him 
our love also. We didn’t have to try to love 
him, he commanded our love by his simple, 
unpretentious life. In fact, we felt he was 
more of a father to us than just a brother 
astor. The church in Westville, while not 
arge in numbers, is extra large in social 
relations and brotherly interest. They don’t 
run home as soon as Amen has been said in 
the benediction, but they stay and get ac- 
quainted with one another. We had _ the 
pleasure of being in the home of Bro. Ehr- 
heart and meeting his splendid wife and 
daughter. This meeting and experiences 
and splendid entertainment by the people 
and pastor of the Westville church will not 
soon be forgotten by your humble servant. 
—wW. B. BonHAM, Pastor of the Christian 
Church. 


PORTSMOUTH LETTER 


DEAR BROTHER EDITOR:—You are asking 
me to find the Christian church at this place 
and write about it. The Christian church 
here was one of the first things I found 
when I arrived. I beg to assure you that 
the organization is forging forward and is 
commanding notice and place among other 
churches. It has succeeded in identifying 
itself with the community to the extent that 
every one knows that it is not a sub-mul- 
tiple of the Disciples. This is a relief. 

The pastor of the church is Rev. Percy 
W. Caswell, who is a fine fellow, a good 
preacher, a good singer, and has not only 
his people, but the entire denomination upon 
his heart. He is a coming preacher of the 
Church. He has been here for five years, 
and is doing goed work. ; 

The church has begun to give to missions, 
is meeting all expenses, has a steady in- 
crease in membership, and a paid quartet 
to sing for them. Brother Caswell takes a 
big interest in the enlisted men and prison- 
ers, and some of them are uniting with his 
church. 

The church itself consists of two organi- 
zations, viz.: the church, and the Court 
Street Society. The first is the church; the 
latter constitutes more than the church and 
supercedes it in most things. Other organ- 
izations are: the Sunday-school, the Boys’ 
Club, the Y. P. S. (Young People’s Society, 
a social organization), and the Missionary 
Society. All of these contribute to the 
church needs. Altogether it is a very nice 
work, hard work, and more work. The field 
is wide and the opportunities great. 

H. E. ROUNTREE, 
Chaplain U.S. N. R. F. 
Feb. 4, 1918. 


DEATH OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 
ALBAUGH 


“Death! great proprietor of all.” 


Benjamin Franklin Albaugh has left us 
—he has gone on a journey whence no trav- 
eler returns. He was born May 22, 1836. 
He was reared on a farm, but received con- 
siderable educational advantages and early 
in life became a teacher, to which calling 
he devoted thirty years. That he was a 
very successful teacher is attested by the 


many persons who now delight to tell of the - 


days spent under his instruction. They also 
bear united testimony of the fine example 
4 always set before his pupils in his own 

e. 

He and Miss Priscilla Mendenhall were 
united in marriage on March 17, 1858. This 
date shows that, had he lived to see March 
17, 1918, he would have completed with her 
sixty years of married life—a privilege that 
is rarely accorded to two people. To them 
were born six sons and three daughters. 
To rear and educate this large family, these 
fond parents dedicated the years of their 
strength and were permitted to see them all 
grown and well educated and filling various 
positions of honor and profit in life. Only 
one preceded his father in death, Clarence 
M. ugh, who departed this life only a 
year or two ago. The children are: Emma, 
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now Mrs. Dr. T. M. Wright, Troy, Ohio; 
Dora, now Mrs. D. A. Hale, Columbus, Ohio; 
Lillian A., now Mrs. L. A. Vause, Columbus, 
Ohio; Clarence M., West Milton, Ohio, de- 
ceased; Edwin S., Columbus, Ohio; Herbert 
S., Franklin, Ohio; Ellis, San Antonio, 
Texas; E. Ray, Bellefontaine, O.; Maurice, 
Quincy, Ohio. These were all present except 
Ellis, who was providentially detained. It 
was certainly beautiful to see the devotion 
existing between these parents and their 
children. He passed away in the eighty- 
second year of his age after months of pa- 
tient suffering, largely due to old age. West 
Milton was his home till 1869, when he mov- 
—. the farm on which he died January 7, 
1918. 


In addition to his work as school teacher 


in his early manhood days, the latter part 
of his life was largely devoted to Horticul- 
ture. In this work he gained a Statewide 
reputation and was often of great help to 
his fellow laborers in this line. 

Brother Albaugh was a man of good liter- 
ary tastes and himself a writer of ability. 
Our readers may recall the fine bird stories 
from his pen, based on personal observation 
on his farm. He was also the author of 
a book, The Gardenette, which was devoted 
to backyard gardens for city people who 
have only a few feet of land to be cultivated. 





BENJAMIN F. ALBAUGH 


He was a devout Christian and a great 
lover of nature. 


We have known Brother Albaugh for al- 
most fifteen years, and always found him 
even and quiet in his life and ever a faith- 
ful friend. To his honor we can truthfully 
say that in all of these fifteen years we 
never heard an ugly word or a smutty story 
fall from his lips, and that is an example 
worthy of close imitation on the part of 
many who are not so chaste and pure in 
life. It was this kind of a life that con- 
tributed so much’ to the rearing of a large 
and fine family of sons and daughters. 

The funeral occurred on Wednesday, Jan. 
9, from his late residence, in which Rev. 
Edwin B. Flory, pastor of the Covington 
Christian church; Rev. D. D. Wine, of the 
Brethren Church, and Rev. J. Pressley Bar- 
rett, editor of THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIB- 
ERTY, took part, the latter giving the funeral 
sermon, having been personally requested to 
so serve in that capacity by the deceased 
brother while he was yet living. Four ladies 
came out from the Covi mn istian 
church and sang two beautiful hymns. At 
the close of the services the funeral proces- 
sion formed and the body was taken to its 
last a in the mausoleum at West 
Milton, lo, for interment. Thus closed a 
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long and useful life. May God’s blessings 
be upon His loved ones and perpetuate his 
memory among those who knew and loved 
him as a splendid character. re fe 


HAS A MAN FROM YOUR FAMILY 
ENLISTED? 


The Norfolk Navy Yard, Naval Hospital, 
Hampton Roads Naval Base, Aviation 
Grounds, and other government works here 
bring thousands, many thousands, of enlist- 
ed men here to Norfolk and vicinity for 
longer or shorter periods of time. We know 
that many of these men are from the homes 
of our Christian Church families from all 
the States. The ministers of the Christian 
churches of this city and community would 
be glad to render any aid and encourage- 
ment to these Christian Church men that we 
can, if they would find us or let us know 
about themselves. Our churches would like 
to have them as our guests and would like 
to have them worship with us when they 
can. Will you please write them about us 
and tell them our desire and give them our 
invitation to our churches and homes. We 
would be pleased to get acquainted. 

Warren H. Denison, Pastor Memorial 
Christian Temple, 712 Cooke Ave., Norfolk, 
Va. Phone—“Norfolk 7203-J.” 

J. F. Morgan, Pastor First Christian 
church, Main Street, Berkley, Norfolk, Va. 
Phone—“Berkley 124-W.” 

W. H. Garman, Pastor Old Zion Christian 
church, Lamberts Point, Norfolk, Va., 1060 
46th St. Phone—“Norfolk 1934-J.” 

O. D. Poythress, Pastor South Norfolk 
Christian church, South Norfolk, Va. Phone 
—“Berkley 261-J.” 

G. O. Lankford, Pastor Rosemont Christian 
church, near South Norfolk, Va. Phone— 
“Berkley 395-J.” 

H. W. Dowding, Pastor Washington St. 
Christian church, Portsmouth, Va. Phone— 
“Portsmouth 2763-W.” 

Or we may be reached through either the 
Navy or Central Y. M. C. A., or through 
any of the camp pastors. We cannot help 
if we do not know of our folks. 


WARREN H. DENISON. 


A CALL FOR UNITED PRAYER FOR 
THE MONTH OF MARCH 


The General War-Time Commission of the 
Churches, at the. request of the War Com- 
missions of several communions, sends out 
this call to the Church throughout the Unit- 
ed States for the joint observance of the 
month of March as a time of special peni- 
tence and prayer and intercession. A book- 
let, “New Ventures in Faith,” for the use 
of churches, or of small groups, or of in- 
dividuals, containing meditations and sug- 
gestions for prayer for the entire month, 
and so arranged as to be of service in fol- 
lowing months, has been prepared and can 
be obtained at ten cents per copy or ten 
dollars per hundred copies from the Gen- 
eral War-Time Commission of the Churches, 
105 East 22d Street, New York City, and 
aie the War Commission of each denomi- 
nation. 


The last week of March begins with Palm 
Sunday and ends with Easter Day. The 
various communions will have their own 
special forms of observance of this week, 
and the Federal Council of the Churches 
will issue a special call with suggestions for 
these days. 

In behalf of the General War-Time Com- 
mission of the Churches we venture to sug- 
gest the possibility of finding special occa- 
sions this year for interdenominational and 
community acts of cooperation and unity. 

1. Hundreds of men have been called 
and hundreds more will be called from the 
ministry of the churches to service as chap- 
lains in the army and navy. As chaplains 
they will be ministe rs not of their own de- 
nomination, but of the nation, serving in 
Christ’s name all the sons of the nation en- 
listed in the army and the navy. Wherever 
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from any community a chaplain goes forth 
to this great service, we suggest that all 
the churches of the community join in a 

meral consecration service, sending him 

orth, bearing the ordination of his own 

body, but with the blessing of all and with 
the consecration of the community from 
which he goes to the ministry of the nation. 

2. It would not be right in view of fuel 
conditions that all the churches of the com- 
munity should be kept open throughout the 
month, but we suggest that such arrange- 
ments be made as will provide some one 
open church or parish house throughout the 
entire month to which Christian people may 
resort by day and by night for prayer. 

8. .As a means of fellowship and unity 
in common intercession, as well as of just 
observance of the government’s call for the 
husbanding of every resource, we suggest 
an enlarged number of union services among 
such churches as may find it — and 
especially we suggest a united community 
service of all Christian people in support 
of our present national duty. 

Whenever it is found to be possible 
we suggest intercommunion celebrations of 
the Lord’s Supper. 

5. In a few months the government will 
summon the second enrolment of men under 
the military registration. In advance of the 
call we suggest that the churches in every 
community come into touch with all the men 
in Class I. of the government registration, 
so that when these men are summoned to the 
camps they may go forth with such a work 
of love and faithfulness already done in 
their behalf as may steady and uphold them 
in the life to which they go. 

We are sure that the nation by diplomacy 
and on the field of battle will do all in its 
power to bring this great struggle to a 
just close and to restore peace to the earth, 
and we call upon the Church to use every 
resource of power and faith and love to 
hasten the end of strife and to bring in 
the Kingdom that is first tighteousness, and 
then, peace and joy. 

ROBERT E. SPEER, Chairman. 
WILLIAM LAWRENCE, Vice-Chairman, 
WILLIAM ADAMS BROWN, Secretary. 


GLEN REYNOLS 


To the lengthening list of the nation’s 
soldier dead is added another. 

Glen Reynols, the only son of Mr. and 
Mrs. O. H. Reynols, died of pneumonia at 
the Kelly Aviation Field, San Antonio, Tex- 
as, Wednesday night, January 23. He was 
twenty-four years old at the time of death. 
Glen was a graduate of the High School at 
Albion. Also taught one term of school. 
He enlisted in United States service Decem- 
ber 16, 1917. He was a member of the 
Sparta Christian church. He was a favo- 
rite and leader of the young people, being 
the president of the Christian Endeavor at 
the time of his death. Funeral services 
were conducted by the writer, and pastor, 
A. W. Cash, assisted by Rev. Jos. Fisher, 
at the Sparta church, Thursday, January 
31, at 2:30 p. m. The funeral services 
were largely attended. The floral tributes 
were beautiful and were in keeping with 
his life. A. W. CAsH. 


MEMPHIS NOON MEETING 


The Lord has been very gracious to us of 
late in sending to the meeting many precious 
testimonies to answered prayer. 

A Tennessee lawyer, who was gréatly 
resisted the call 
to preach, and being perplexed on account 
of some of his studies and his duty wrote 
for prayer. In a few days he wrote again: 
“Even ore receiving your letter stating 
that I was being remembered there, I felt 
conscious that — would turn out 
all right. I am pe y reconciled toward 
doing the Lord’s will, but I have not yet be- 


‘come satisfied as to what that is.” This law- 


joined the yer league. 
ayn oe tae come from a mother in 
Pittsburgh, Pa., who writes: “Enclosed find 


one dollar. Please send me Scripture Text 
Calendars to that amount. I am the mother 
of one of the run-away boys you befriended 
last year just after Christmas. The same 
boy is now ‘Somewhere in France,’ member 
of the Hospital Corp, with the 6th U. S. 
Name, —————————_; pray for him. You 
sent me one of your church calendars, and 
I have never had any daily readings that 
were so helpful. A number of my friends 
saw it and expressed a wish to have one, so 
I am going to use them as Christmas re- 
membrances.” : 

A young Tennessee pastor testified at a 
recent meeting: “I feel that it is perhaps 
due to this noon pray-meeting that I am 
here to-day. While I was out in the world 
working as a telegraph operator, about four 
years ago, my mother sent my name to this 
meeting for special prayer. I felt God’s 
spirit pleading with me dnd accepted Jesus 
as my Savior. Soon after that I felt that I 
was called to special work for the Lord, and 
have been serving Him about three years as 
a minister. I feel that this prayer-meeting 
is one of the greatest assets of my life.” 

A grateful Mississippi mother writes: “I 
have been slow to express to you my relief 
and gratitude to know t my precious 
soldier boy is being remembered by so pow- 
erful a league on and Jesus Christ at 
the right hand of God.” 

The civil engineer, who was converted 
some time ago at the meeting, and who is 
now working on a large contract out of the 
city, writes: “When I first came here the 
prayer-meetings had an attendance of about 
nineteen, and to-day we have in the neigh- 
borhood of two hundred. I had nothing to 
do with this and claim no glory, but am 
thankful that the Lord has used me wonder- 
fully in this work. Two other laymen and 
myself addressed 130 soldier boys and 128 
took a stand for Jesus.” 

A young woman in very deep trouble came 
to see me one morning recently. She said: 
“T came to Memphis to live with my sister. 
Her husband has gone into the army, and 
my brother, who was helping support me, 
has also joined the army. I have a fairly 
good position, but am notified that I will not 
be needed much longer. I do not know what 
to do. I can neither eat nor sleep. I have 
lost twenty-five pounds in seven months.” 

After praying with her, I urged her to 
stay for the noon meeting. When the meet- 
ing was over a woman who is a strong sup- 
porter of the movement, had an interview 
with her for an hour and a half, and hel 
her to get another position. The other day 
this young women came in and said: “I 
havea position that woe only $7 a week, 
but I am as happy as I can be. I want you 
to pray that all the members of my family 
may get the same blessing that I have got- 
ten through this meeting.” 

Many urgent requests are being received. 
A former school teacher is bothered for fear 
she may lose her home on which there is 
a mortgage. 

A perplexed woman writes: “God is show- 
ing me that my work for Him in this place 
is ended. Will you pray Him to show me 
just what steps to take in order to secure a 
larger life?” 

A note comes signed, “Your sister in great 
trouble,” and among other things, says: “I 
have disobeyed God so long in the things He 
would have me to do that the devil has such 
a@ power over me that I cannot get a victory 
in prayer. * * * Pray that I may overcome 
my doubtings.” 

The wife of a Mississippi planter writes: 
“I beg your prayers for a young man who is 
going to the bad through evil and wicked as- 
sociations.” 

Many mothers are sending or bringing re- 
quests for their soldier boys in the camps or 
in France. At the meeting one day last 


week a y lieutenant sitting between 
his mother sister, stood up and said: “I 


haven’t a ~ come Ne many rE sane 
meetings, as I am going away to-ni 

I felt like I wanted to come down here to- 
day and see you all before I go. I am going 
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to San Antonio to-night, and I may not come 
back—I don’t know—but I want you all to 
remember my mother and comfort her. 
When I get to the camps I will be busy and 
won’t have much time to think, but she will 
have twenty-four hours every day to think 
of me, and I just want to ask you to remem- 
ber her.” 

The fourth anniversary of the movement 
will be celebrated all the week in which Jan- 
uary 19th falls. 

BENJAMIN Cox, 
Pastor Central Baptist Church. 


Memphis, Tenn. 


Fallen Asleep 


EMMA CHAPMAN, wife of T. J. Chapman, was 
born August 1, 1859, and died December 1, 1917. She 
was ill for some time, but bore her illness patiently. 
She united with the church in early life and remained 
a faithful Christian. Funeral conducted by Rev. 
Price. Interment in White Oak Cem 





J. R. RANDOLPH. 





NETTIE BOLINGER, wife of Wm. Bolinger, was 
born Dec. 15, 1864, and died Jan. 11, 1918. She united 
with the Christian Church in her youth and remained 
a constant and faithful worker until she was called 
suddenly away to the better land. Funeral conducted 
by Rev. Price. Interment in Wilkin Cemetery. 

J. R. RANDOLPH. 


Arnold’s 


Practical Commentary 


On the International Sunday-school Lessons 
for 1918 


Contains:—1. Introduction. 2. Home 
Readings. 3. Lesson Text, Golden Text, 
Practical Truth, Topie and Outline arranged 
aS a responsive exer- 
cise. 4. Text also in 
American Revision. 5. 
Time. 6. Place. 7. Par- 
allel Accounts. 8. Com- 
ments. 9. Questions. 
10. Practical Survey. 
11. Practical Applica- 
tion. 12. Blackboard 
Exercise. 13. With the 
Seniors and Adults. 14. 
The Intermediate Class. 
The Primary Class. 17. 

ass. 17. 
Maps. 18. Bible Dictionary. 238 pages. 
Price, Postpaid, 70c. 


We will send The Herald of Gospel Lib- 
erty and a copy of Arnold’s Practical Com- 
mentary for $2.25. Full remittance must 
accompany order for this combination offer. 











Other Commentaries 


Peloubet’s Select Notes, Price, post- 
paid kei laliatancciiaiadiienceniiie ge 


Tarbell’s Teachers’ Guide, postpaid —.. 1.35 


The Gist of the Lesson, By R. A. Tor- 
rey, D. D., vest poeket size, price, 
postpaid 


nat eet tee mete eter ee meee meee ens 2-2 ene 





Self- Lesson Commentary, 
by 3, Me Coon, VP. sine. 
Priee, eloth b 


i a cata 








For Bibles, Books, Maps, Sunday-School 
Supplies of all Kinds, it is worth your 
while to write The Christian Publishing 
Association, Dayton, Ohio. 
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NETUM RATHBUN, Manager, Dayton, O. 





THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LiBERTY is published every 
Thursday by The Christian Publishing Association in 
the interest of the cause of Christ as represented in 
the work of the Christian Church. 
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remittance. 
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; a four-page weekly paper; @ 
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of age; charts and cards for 
il these are high-grade, edited and 


rimary 
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= and items of equipment for Sunday-schools. 
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THE CHRISTIAN ANNUAL, 1918 


The Annual came yesterday, and am glad 
to say it is much improved over last year. 
The listing of pastors, salaries, and money 
paid to benevolences and missions, is of con- 
siderable value. I hope to see in the next 
one property values listed also. In all it 
is a very creditable piece of work. 

H. R. CLeM. 





The copies of The Annual came to hand 
in due time. I am surely delighted with 
them, and feel that I have made no mistake 
in placing my order, and paying for the 
same in advance, so that I might place them 
where I felt they would be appreciated, 
even if I did not get pay for them. I al- 
ways feel that I am responsible for the dis- 
tribution of at least one-half dozen, for 
which The Christian Publishing Associa- 
tion shall have pay. 

I cannot understand how you could think 
of so much information to go after, and 
compile, as we find in the 1918 Annual. 
The book of information should be in the 
home of every family of the Christian 
Church, for their more perfect information. 

A. M. ADDINGTON. 





The Annual came this morning. It is 
fine. Every church worker ought to have 
it. It is full of concise information. 

Very truly, 
WARREN H. DENISON. 





Official Information 





NEW ADDRESSES 


Rev. E. A. Watkins, Lima, Ohio. 

Rev. Jesse E. Jones, Route A, Richmond, Indiana. 
Rev. M. B. Fisk, 6 Stone St., Binghamton, N. Y. 
Rev. A. M. Lockwood, Fruitland, Md. 
_ > . White, Sanford, N. C. 

ev. 


os. B. Fisher, R. D., Nappanee, Ind. 
Rev. Belle H. Hook, Greenville, N. Y. 

Rev. Edward F. Mellott, Stanfordville, N. Y 
Rev. J. H. Lightbourne, R. D. 


. 8, South Whitley, Ind. 



































postpaid. 


Fifth and Ludlow Streets 


Two Present-Day Church Topics 


THE CHURCH AND EVANGELISM, | 
and : 
THE LAYMAN IN CHURCH AND CONFERENCE, 


ably and interestingly presented in a 60-page booklet just issued. 
The first, by Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., and the second by Judge 
0. W. Whitelock. The Foreword is by Rev. W. H. Denison, D. D., 
who says, concerning Dr. Burnett’s topic of Evangelism: ‘‘He 
makes clear the relation of the Word and of preaching to evan- 
gelistic movements. His treatment of Personal Evangelism is very 
fine and will help every one who would become a personal worker. 
All who are interested in Social Evangelism will find strong help: 
He probably reaches his climax in an appeal for Missionary 
and Ministerial Evangelism. Judge Whitelock treats, in a most 
practical way, the call that comes to the layman of our day for 
definite service in his church and conference. He sets forth the 
direct duties of the man in a church, in the Sunday-sehool, of his 
work in the conference, his duty to missions and the Kingdom.”’ 

It will be very useful to both ministers and laymen. Every 
family should have a copy. The price is only 10 cents per copy, 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION 
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PASTOR WANTED 
The Lewisburg, Pa., Christian church is still in need 
of a pastor. All communications addressed to 
Mary A. McLaughlin, Church Clerk, 200 St. Anthony 
Street, Lewisburg, Pa. (tf) 





NOTICE 


The oma ig Gee aes has rye as 

resignation . D. EL on, take effect 

1, 1918. After that date the church at North Rush 

will be in need of a pastor. Any one wishing to 

apply may correspond with R. Bly Martin, chairman 

of the Ministerial Committee, West Henrietta, N. Y. 
F. L. Martin, Charch, Clerk. 





PASTOR WANTED 


At the recent annual meeting of the Christian 
church at Morganville, N. Y., Frank W. March, of 
South Byron, N. Y., was elected chairman of the 

Committee, and we are still in need of a 
regular pastor. Any one wishing to apply, address 
Mr. March as above. 
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Price, 50c per copy, postpaid. 
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